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  Meeting Date September 27, 2011 

Agenda Item Workshop 1 
Title Continued discussion on front porches  

in Falcon Heights 
Submitted By Deborah Jones, Staff Liaison 

 
 
  
   The City That Soars! 
 

Description Continuing informal discussion on whether the City of Falcon Heights should 
revisit the zoning ordinance that severely restricts the addition of front porches on 
existing homes. Should some  

Background 
 

In this year’s goal setting process, the City Council has decided to revisit the issue of 
allowing front porches as a legal encroachments into required front yards (front 
setback) in Falcon Heights.  The existing setback ordinance does not include porches 
among the allowed encroachments. A number of homeowners have approached the 
City in recent  years, seeking to add porches or porch-like structures (usually 
covered stoops) to the fronts of their homes, but they were not able to do so unless 
the structure could be added behind the setback line. 

In its August workshop, the Planning Commission observed that there are possible 
degrees of “front porch” under discussion: (1) Open covered stoops with a roof, 
supporting columns and possibly railings, providing shelter to a front entrance; (2) 
Open porches that are larger than an entry stoop and provide not only entry shelter 
but space for outdoor seating; (3) Full traditional front porches (similar to those 
common in nearby St. Paul neighborhoods) that could be screened, enclosed and 
ultimately turned into extensions of the house, narrowing the front yard.  
Commissioners were generally comfortable with (1), opposed to (3) as too great a 
change to neighborhood character. Commissioners were willing to give further 
discussion to something in between, i.e., (2)  

Commissioners advised staff they would like to continue discussion and requested 
examples from other city codes.  

Budget Impact None 

Attachment(s)  Excerpts from zoning codes of other Twin Cities metropolitan area 
municipalities with examples of ways other cities handle these types of 
encroachments into required front yards. 

Additional 
Resources 

Commissioners are encouraged to bring any personal research they have done on 
this matter, including photos. 

Action 
Requested 

No formal action is needed at this time. If the Commission’s consensus is to move 
forward, staff will request from the city attorney a draft ordinance amending Sec. 
113-241 and other sections as necessary, according to the wishes of the Commission, 
for a future public hearing, possibly in October, 2011. 

 



 



Front Porches/Vestibules/Entries etc. as encroachments: Local Code Examples 
 
This sampling is by no means comprehensive but is representative of zoning ordinances in 
nearby Twin Cities suburbs of age and character similar to Falcon Heights. 
 
Little Canada  
 
903.030. YARD REQUIREMENTS.  
 
A. Purpose. This section identifies general yard requirements to be provided for in all 
zoning districts and exceptions thereto.  
 
B. No lot, yard or other open space shall be reduced in area or dimension so as to 
make such lot, yard or open space less than the minimum required by this 
Ordinance, and if the existing yard or other open space as existing is less than the 
minimum required, it shall not be further reduced. No required open space provided 
about any building or structure shall be included as part of any open space required 
for another structure.  
 
C. The following shall not be considered as encroachments on required yard 
setbacks:  
 
1. Chimneys, flues, belt courses, leaders, sills, pilasters, lintels, ornamental features, 
cornices, eaves, gutters, and the like, provided they do not project more than two (2) 
feet into the required yard.  
 
2.  a. Terraces, steps, uncovered porches, decks, stoops, or similar features, 
provided they do not extend above the height of the ground main entry level of the 
principal structure or to a distance more than five (5) feet into a required front yard or 
less than five (5) feet from a side lot line.  
 b. Patios and sidewalks and other paved areas, provided they are used for 
recreational purposes only, may encroach into the required front, side, and rear 
yards, provided they do not encroach closer than three (3) feet to any side or rear lot 
line. Where such improvements encroach into an easement for drainage or utility 
purposes, such improvement shall be subject to the rights of the easement holder.  
 c. Within a required front yard, stoops, windows, energy conserving attached 
vestibules, not exceeding forty (40) square feet, may encroach no more than five (5) 
feet.  
 
3. In rear yards: recreational equipment, clotheslines and poles, arbors and trellises, 
balconies, breezeways, open porches, detached outdoor living rooms, garages, and 
air conditioning or heating equipment to a point not less than ten (10) feet from the 
rear lot line. 



St. Louis Park  
 
(b) Principal building - any yard.  
 
The following shall not be encroachments on yard requirements for principal buildings provided no 
permanent structure is placed in an easement without first obtaining approval of an encroachment 
agreement:   
 
(1) Balconies, bays and window wells not exceeding a depth of three feet and containing an area of 
less than 20 square feet.   
 
(2) Chimney, flues, belt courses, leaders, sills, pilasters, lintels, ornamental features, cornices, eaves, 
and gutters; provided they do not extend more than three feet into a required yard; and provided such 
encroachment is no closer than four feet from all lot lines. Building overhangs shall also comply with 
the state building code.  
 
(3) Terraces and steps which do not extend more than 2 1/2 feet above the height of the ground floor 
level of the principal building provided they are a minimum of two feet from any lot line.   
 
(4) Uncovered porches, stoops, patios or decks which do not extend above the height of the ground 
floor level of the principal building and are a minimum of two feet from any interior side or rear lot 
line and 15 feet from any front lot line and do not encroach on any side yard abutting a street.   
 
(5) Open covered porches that do not contain either windows or screens and are a minimum of five 
feet from any interior side lot line, nine feet from any side yard line abutting a street, 25 feet from any 
rear lot line and 20 feet from any front lot line. Porches shall be open between the floor and the 
ceiling. All railings shall be open utilizing posts and spindles.   
 
(6)  Front entryways not exceeding a depth of 5 feet toward the front lot line and not exceeding a total 
of 40 square feet in area.   
 
(7)  Awnings, canopies less than 25 feet in width and door hoods for commercial, industrial, office and 
multi-family buildings of at least 12 residential units may extend to the front and side yard abutting the 
street lot line. Awnings, canopies and door hoods for single family homes and multi-family buildings 
of up to 11 residential units may extend up to four feet into a front and side yard abutting the street. 
For all uses, awnings, canopies and door hoods may extend up to four feet into an interior side and 
rear yard   



Richfield  
 
509.11. Not encroachments. The following shall not be considered as encroachments on 
setback requirements in all zoning districts:   
 
a) Principal building cornices, canopies, eaves, gutters, and other similar features, provided 
they project not more than 30 inches into a required yard. In no event shall such features be 
closer than 24 inches from any lot line;   
 
b) Principal building chimneys, flues, vents, and other similar features, provided they project 
not more than 24 inches into a required yard and are no more than five feet in width. In no 
event shall such features be closer than 30 inches from any lot line;   
 
c) Principal building window wells and bay windows, provided they project not more than 36 
inches into a required yard. In no event shall they be closer than 24 inches from any lot line; 
(Amended, Bill No. 2011-13)   
 
d) In required front yards, principal building entry vestibules that extend a distance of six feet 
or less, provided such vestibule is not more than eight feet in width or more than one story in 
height;   
 
e) In required front yards, principal building balconies that extend a distance of four feet or 
less, provided they are seven feet or more above grade at the front building line;   
 
f) In front yards and street side yards, fire escapes attached to the principal building that 
extend a distance of four feet, six inches or less;   
 
g) In required front and rear yards, landings, steps, uncovered porches, and other similar 
features attached to the principal building that extend a distance of six feet or less, provided 
such landing or uncovered porch does not extend in elevation above the height of the ground 
floor level, and in no case shall they be located more than 30 inches off the ground; a railing 
enclosure no more than three feet in height may be placed around such landing or 
uncovered porch, unless prior approval for a greater height is granted by the Director;   
 
h) In required side yards, uncovered porches attached to the principal building that extend a 
distance of three feet or less, provided they are not more than 30 inches off the ground. In no 
event shall they be closer than four feet from any side lot line; and  
 i) In required side yards, principal building steps, stoops, handicap access ramps, and other 
similar features that extend a distance of three feet or less. In no event shall they be closer 
than two feet from a side lot line.   
 
 
 
 



South St. Paul 
Ordinance 1234, September 2010 – excerpt; see complete ordinance  
 
11. Entry Vestibules. Entry vestibules, enclosed areas that have walls, doors, windows, or screens, and 
are less than eight (8) feet in width may encroach six (6) feet into any required front and rear setback, 
provided that front and rear setbacks of not less than twenty (20) feet shall be maintained. Permitted 
Encroachments under this section shall be of high quality durable materials that are consistent with the 
front of the principal structure and that are consistent with the zoning regulations for the district. 
Roofing on these encroachments shall be asphalt shingle or standing seam metal roofing, corrugated 
metal or plastic are not permitted. The base of the Entry Vestibule, defined as the area from the floor 
of the entry vestibule down to grade, shall not be open; the base shall be either a masonry perimeter 
foundation (note: frost footings will be required for a building permit), or be screened by a solid fascia 
consistent with the front of the principal structure or lattice with openings no larger than two (2) 
inches by two (2) inches and painted to be consistent with the front of the principal structure.  
 
12. Porticos. Porticos, which are small covered porches that do not have walls, doors, windows or 
screens, may encroach six (6) feet into any required front setback, provided the portico is less than 
eight (8) feet in width and a front setback of not less than ten (10) feet is maintained. No encroachment 
shall be allowed into a required side or rear setback. Permitted Encroachments under this section shall 
be of high quality durable materials that are consistent with the front of the principal structure and that 
are consistent with the zoning regulations for the district. Roofing on these encroachments shall be 
asphalt shingle or standing seam metal roofing, corrugated metal or plastic are not permitted. A railing 
and spindles may be used around the portico. The base of the Portico, defined as the area from the 
floor of the portico down to grade, shall not be open; the base shall be either a masonry perimeter 
foundation (note: frost footings will be required for a building permit), or be screened by a solid fascia 
consistent with the front of the principal structure or lattice with openings no larger than two (2) 
inches by two (2) inches and painted to be consistent with the front of the principal structure. If 
unfinished wood components are used to construct the portico, the wood must be stained, painted, or 
sealed.  
 
13. Covered but Open Porches. Covered but open porches without walls, doors, windows or screens 
may encroach eight (8) feet into any required front setback, provided that a front setback of not less 
than fifteen (15) feet is maintained. No encroachment shall be allowed into a required side or rear 
setback. Permitted Encroachments under this section shall be of high quality durable materials that are 
consistent with the front of the principal structure and that are consistent with the zoning regulations 
for the district. Roofing on these encroachments shall be asphalt shingle or standing seam metal 
roofing, corrugated metal or plastic are not permitted. A railing and spindles may be used around the 
covered but open porch. The base of the Covered Porch, defined as the area from the floor of the porch 
down to grade, shall not be open; the base shall be either a masonry perimeter foundation (note: frost 
footings will be required for a building permit), or be screened by a solid fascia consistent with the 
front of the principal structure or lattice with openings no larger than two (2) inches by two (2) inches 
and painted to be consistent with the front of the principal structure. If unfinished wood components 
are used to construct the porch, the wood must be stained, painted, or sealed  
 
 



St. Anthony Village 
 
152.177 ENCROACHMENTS IN YARDS. 
The following are permitted encroachments in required yards: 
(A) Chimneys, flues, sills, pilasters, lintels, ornamental features, and bays which do not 
extend more than 3 feet into the yard or closer than 3 feet from the property line; 
(B) Yard light and nameplate signs which are at least 5 feet from any side property line; 
(C) Balconies which project no more than 5 feet into required front or side yards and are not 
closer than 5 feet from any property line, or balconies which project no more than 20 feet into 
required rear yards and are not closer than 25 feet from the rear property line; 
(D) Steps, stoops, and porches which extend into a front yard not more than 5 feet; 
(E) Terraces, steps, stoops, uncovered porches, and patios which extend into a side yard not 
more than 5 feet and are not closer than 5 feet from any property line; 
(F) Breezeways, covered or uncovered porches, patios, steps, stoops, and picnic shelters in a 
rear yard which are not closer than 5 feet from any property line; 
(G) Non-window mounted air conditioning units which extend no more than 6 feet into any 
required yard other than the front yard, and which are at least 15 feet from any property line; 
(H) Eaves, gutters, and downspouts which project no more than 5 feet into any required yard, 
which are at least 30 inches from any property line, and which do not drain onto neighboring 
property; 
(I) Any life safety improvements to a residential structure such as egress window wells and/or 
other similar above grade exiting requirements so long as access to the rear yard is preserved; 
and 
(J) The Building Official and/or the Fire Marshal shall have the authority to require a fence or 
any other means of structure to be installed in such a manner as to protect the public from 
accidentally falling, tripping, or sustaining an injury of any sort as the result of the installation 
and existence of an egress window well. 
(1993 Code, ' 1650.03) Penalty, see ' 10.99 
 
 
Roseville 
 
G. Yard Encroachments: The following improvements shall not be considered as 
encroachments into required yards, provided they conform to the pertinent limitations.  
1. Cornices, canopies, awnings, eaves, gutters, bay windows, and other ornamental features 
which do not extend more than 3 feet into the required yard.  
2. Chimneys, air conditioning units, fire escapes, uncovered stairs, ramps, and necessary 
landings which do not extend more than 3 feet into the required yard.  
3. Terraces, steps, uncovered porches and patios, decks, stoops, or similar features which do 
not extend above the height of the ground floor level of the principal structure or to a distance 
less than 2 feet from any lot line. Notwithstanding this requirement, patios shall not be less 
than 10 feet from a street right-of-way.  
4. Fences constructed and maintained in accordance with the applicable provisions of this 
Title. 
  



 



Falcon Heights Planning Commission – Workshop on Front Porches 
Worksheet on Front Porches/Covered Stoops/Entries 
 
Dimension Appropriate limit or no limit? 
Square feet of footprint of the front 
structure? 
 

 

How many feet into front yard 
(setback area)? 
 

 

How wide in feet or percentage of 
house front? 
 

 

Confine to height of first story or 
other height limit? 
 

 

Allow solid walls? (closed entry) 
 
 

 

Allow partial walls? 
 
 

 

Allow screening? 
 
 

 

Allow railings? 
 
 
What kind? 
 

 

Structural, material requirements? 
 
 

 

Roof character and materials? 
 
 

 

Additional permitting 
requirements? (e.g. CUP, etc) 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Terms that need to be added to 
definitions in the zoning chapter: 
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