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§ 154.405  ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES. 
Accessory uses are listed in the Rural District Use Table as permitted or conditional accessory 
uses. Accessory uses and structures in the rural districts shall comply with the following 
standards and all other applicable regulations of this ordinance: 

A. Phasing. No accessory use or structure shall be constructed or established on any lot prior 
to the time of construction of the principal use to which it is accessory. 

B. Incidental to Principal Use. The accessory use or structure shall be incidental to and 
customarily associated with the principal use or structure served. 

C. Subordinate to Principal Use. The accessory use or structure shall be subordinate in area, 
extent, and purpose to the principal use or structure served. 

D. Function. The accessory use or structure shall contribute to the comfort, convenience, or 
necessity of the occupants of the principal use or structure served. 

E. Location. The accessory use or structure shall be located on the same zoning lot as the 
principal use or structure. 

(Ord. 2012-073, passed 3-19-2013) 

 

 

§ 154.406  ACCESSORY STRUCTURES, RURAL DISTRICTS 
A. Size and Number. The maximum number and size of accessory buildings permitted in 

rural zoning districts are outlined in Table 9-3: 

Table 9-3: Accessory Buildings, Rural Zoning Districts 

Lot Size 
Maximum Structure 
Sizea (square feet) 

No. of  
Permitted Bldgs  

under 1 acre 1,200b 1 
1 - 2 acres 1,200 1 
2 – 5 acres 1,300 1 

5 – 10 acres 2,000 2 
10 – 15 acres 2,500 2 
15 – 20 acres 3,000 2 
20 – 40 acres 4,000 2 

40+ acres Unregulatedc Unregulatedc 

Notes to Table 9-3 

a. Maximum structure size accounts for the total maximum area allowed for all permitted 
accessory structures combined.  
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b. The 1,200 square foot allowance is for the combined area of the attached and detached 
accessory structure or residential garage. 

c. To be allowed additional accessory buildings beyond two total buildings, the buildings 
must be agricultural buildings as defined in §154.213 or clearly serve an agricultural 
purpose in the judgment of the City. 

B. Additional Accessory Buildings.  Allowances for additional accessory buildings in A and 
RR zones may be considered via a conditional use permit. 

C. Structure Height, Rural Districts. No accessory building shall exceed twenty-two (22) 
feet in height or the height of the principal structure, with the exception of buildings that 
are intended for a farming or other agricultural use in the judgment of the City. Building 
projections or features, such as chimneys, cupolas, and similar decorations that do not 
exceed twenty-five (25) feet in height are permitted in rural districts. 

D. Structure Location, Rural Districts. No detached garages or other accessory buildings 
shall be located nearer the front lot line than the principal building on that lot, unless, by 
Resolution of the City Council, an exception is made to permit a detached garage or 
accessory structure nearer the front lot line than the principal building.  

E. Exterior Design and Color. The exterior building materials, design and color of all 
accessory building or structures shall be similar to or compatible with the principal 
building, with the exception of the following accessory building or structures: 

1. Detached domesticated farm animal buildings 

2. Agricultural farm buildings 

3. Pole buildings, as defined and regulated in §154.214. 

4. Gazebos 

5. Swimming pools   

6. Other structures in which the required design is integral to the intended use, such 
as a greenhouse.  

F. Openings and Doors. Garage doors and other openings shall not exceed fourteen (14) feet 
in height for all accessory structures, with the exception of buildings that are intended for 
a farming or other agricultural use in the judgment of the City. 

G. Attached Garages, Size. Attached garages must not exceed the footprint size of the 
principal building. 

 
(Ord. 08-104, passed 3-18-2014)  Penalty, see § 154.999 

 
§ 154.407  ACCESSORY USES. 

A. Exterior Storage in Residential Districts. All materials and equipment shall be stored 
within a building or be fully screened so as not to be visible from adjoining properties, 
except for the following: 

1. Laundry drying 
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From: Delise Conroy
To: Nick Johnson
Subject: Re: Accessory Building - 11991 30th St. N.
Date: Wednesday, May 28, 2014 7:52:47 PM

Hi Nick,

Thanks for the the update.  Unfortunately we aren't able to get the updated building plan to you by by tomorrow but
 will  be happy to change the size of the proposed accessory building according to code.  If we can proceed and
 make the adjustment at the time of the building permit, that would be great.

In the meantime please let us know if there is anything else you need from us and thanks for all of your help!!

Mike and Delise

On Wed, May 28, 2014 at 2:13 PM, Nick Johnson <NJohnson@lakeelmo.org <mailto:NJohnson@lakeelmo.org> >
 wrote:

        Delise,
       
        I did receive your application.  However, in reviewing the application, I noticed that the proposed building is
 1500 square feet in size.  The Code only allows 1,300 square feet for properties in rural zoning district between 2
 and 5 acres in size.  Please see the attached zoning code for clarification, I have highlighted the applicable section.
       
        In terms of how this impacts meeting the 6/3 Council Meeting, we can still proceed.  However, if I can receive
 an updated building plan sometime tomorrow before the Council packet is completed, that would be helpful. If this
 is not possible, we can address this at the building permit.  The important note is that the proposed building is too
 large per what is allowed under our Code.
       

        Let me know if you have any questions.
       
       
        Take care,
       
        Nick M. Johnson | City Planner
        City of Lake Elmo, Minnesota
        njohnson@lakeelmo.org <mailto:njohnson@lakeelmo.org>
       
        (w) 651-747-3912 <tel:651-747-3912>  | (f) 651-747-3901 <tel:651-747-3901>
        www.lakeelmo.org <http://www.lakeelmo.org>
       
       
       
        -----Original Message-----
        From: Delise Conroy [mailto:dconroy1972@gmail.com <mailto:dconroy1972@gmail.com> ]
       
        Sent: Thursday, May 22, 2014 1:54 PM
        To: Nick Johnson
        Subject: Re: Accessory Building - 11991 30th St. N.
       
        Hi Nick,
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