
 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 
 

DATE: 6/21/16 
Consent 
ITEM #: 16 
MOTION 

 
AGENDA ITEM: Vue Exception to allow accessory structure closer 

to front lot line than principal structure. 

SUBMITTED BY: Stephen Wensman, Planning Director 
REVIEWED BY: Kristina Handt, City Administrator 

Emily Becker, City Planner 
  

BACKGROUND: 
 

Mae Vue and Jeerasak Poophakumpanart, the owner of a 40 acre parcel 
at 2675 Legion Avenue, are requesting an exemption from the 
requirement that accessory structures be located no closer to the front 
lot line than the principal structure. The City of Lake Elmo Code, 
Section 154.406, D. prohibits accessory structures from being located 
closer to the front lot line than the principal structure unless by 
Resolution of City Council, an exception is granted. The owners are 
requesting such an exemption. 

 
This item was pulled from the 5/17/16 Consent Agenda so Staff could 
provide additional information to the Council. Staff has again placed 
this item on the Consent Agenda and is recommending approval. 

 
ISSUE BEFORE COUNCIL: 

 
Approve Resolution 2016-43 to grant an exemption to allow an 
accessory structures to be located closer to the front lot line than the 
principal structure. 

 
PROPOSAL DETAILS/ANALYSIS: 

 



The owners of 2675 Legion Avenue, recently constructed a home on the 
northwest corner of their property, more or less on the high point of the 
property. Access to their property is from a long driveway that extends 
over an unbuilt Legion Avenue right of way, to the south of the property. 
The City Council recently granted an encroachment to the Legion 
Avenue right of way for their driveway in order to allow the 
construction of the driveway on the Legion Avenue right of way, 
providing access to the property. Although the property access is to the 
south, the front property line is along the Legion Avenue easement on 
the west side of the property. This unbuilt Legion Avenue easement is 
41.48 foot wide, at present, too narrow to construct a street without 
additional right of way from the property to the west. There are no 
plans to construct an extension of Legion Avenue, nor are there any 
public utilities planned for the easement at this time. The owners would 
like to locate an accessory structure to the south and west of their home, 
closer to the front property line than the principal structure. The new 
accessory structure would be located 25’ from the Legion Avenue 
easement. The home is located 68.4 feet from Legion Avenue easement 
(the front property line). 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
None 



OPTIONS: 
 
To deny or approve. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
Staff recommends the  City  Council  approve  Resolution  2016-43  
approving  an  exemption  to  allow an accessory structure closer to the 
front property line than the principal structure. If this item is removed 
from the Consent Agenda, Staff recommends the following motion: 

“Move to recommend approval of Resolution 2016-43 approving 
an exemption to allow an accessory structure closer to the front 

property line than the principal structure at 2675 Legion 
Avenue”. 

ATTACHMENT: 
 

• Resolution 2016-43 



Resolution 2016-43  

CITY OF LAKE 
ELMO 

WASHINGTON 
COUNTY STATE 
OF MINNESOTA 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 

2016-43 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN EXEMPTION FROM CODE 
SECTION 154.406, D TO ALLOW AN ACCESSORY STRUCTURE 

CLOSER TO FRONT PROPERTY LINE THAN PRINCIPAL 
STRUCTURE. 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Lake Elmo is a municipal corporation 

organized and existing under the laws of the State of Minnesota; and 
 

WHEREAS, the owners of a residential property at 2675 Legion 
Avenue, Mae Vue and Jeerasak Poophakumpanart would like to 
construct an accessory structure to be located closer to the front 
property line than the principal structure;  and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Lake Elmo Code of Ordinances, Section 

154.406, D prohibits accessory structures closer to front property lines 
than the principal structure unless an exemption is granted by City 
Council resolution; and 

 
 
an
d 

WHEREAS, the City Council considered the said matter at its 
May 17, 2016 meeting; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, based on the information received, the 

City Council makes the following: 
 

FINDINGS 



Resolution 2016-43 

 

 
1. The proposed accessory structure will comply with the 

City’s accessory structure ordinances and zoning district 
regulations, with the exception as approved by this 
Resolution. 

2. The proposed accessory structure location has been reviewed 
by the City Staff and the City Engineer and the location 
appears to poses no threat, nor impact any City project or 
plans. 

3. The proposed accessory structure will pose no threat to the 
health, safety and welfare of the public. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Council does hereby approve the 
exemption from the front property setback, complying with Section 
154.406, D of the City of Lake Emo’s Code of Ordinances. 

 
This resolution was adopted by the City Council of the City of Lake 
Elmo on this 17th day of May, 2016. 



Resolution 2016-43  

 
 
  Mike Pearson, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 

  Julie Johnson, City Clerk 
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  DESCRI PTION OF PROPOSED DRAINAGE 
EASEMENT 

-l---r  ••" 1111'°i ' ''° 

LEGAL 
TOP  OF  FOO TING 927.6 0 

-of -  An   easemen t   for  dra inage  purposes  over  and  acr oss  th a t   part  of   \ he  South  Half 
of  the  Northeas t   Quar ter  of  Sec t ion  24,  Townshi p  29,  R ange  21,  EXCEP T  t he 
north  35. 48  ac res  thereo f,  de scribed  as  follo ws: 

 
Commenc ing  a t  the  eas t  quar t er  c orn er  o f  sa i d Sec t i on  24 ,  a  f ound cost  iron 
monumen t;  thence  South  89  degrees  49  minules  25  seconds  Wes t  o  dis tance 

(  IN FCET 
inc h  =   50    f t. 

Th a t  por t   o f   the  Sou th  Hal f   o f   the  Northeas t  Ouort er  o f 
Sec tion  2 4.  Township  29 .   Range  2 1 ,   EXCEP T  t he  nor t h  35. 48 
ocr e s  l ereo f,  described  as  follow s • 

Commencing  a t  th e  eas \   quar ter  c orner   of  s a id  Sec tion 
2 4.  o  found   c o s t   iron  rnonument;   t hence  South  89 
degrees  49  rn inut es  25  sec onds  \rifest  o  dist anc e  o f 
1 969 . 1 7   f ee t   along   t h e   sou th e rly  line  of   said  Nor theas t 
Quar ter   o f   Sec tion   2 4   to   the   poin t   o f   beginning;   thence 
thence   Sou th   89   degrees   49   m inu tes   25  seconds   Wes t   o 
dist an ce  o f   654 9 4  f ee t   along  sa id  sou ther l y  lin e   o f   said 
N or thea s t   Quar t er   o f   Sec tion   24;    thence   Nor th   00  degrees 
15  minu tes   37  seconds   Wes l o  dis t ance  o f   730. 89  fee t 
along  t he  wes t erl y  line  o f  sa id  Nor th ea s t   Quar t er  o f 
Sec t ion  24;  thenc e  Nor t h  89  degrees   41  minut es  54 
sec onds   East   o  dis tan ce  a'.  654. 9 4   fee t   olong   th e 
sou therl y    ine  o f   sa id  nor th   35. 48   o c res;   th ence   South   00 
degrees 15 m inu tes 37 seconds East  par all el   wi th  said 
wes t erly  l ine  o f  lhe  Norih eas t   Ouor ter  o f   Sec tion  24  o 
d st anc e  o f   732.32  f ee t   t o  the  poin t   o f   beginning 

 
Sa id  parc el  is  sub jec t   t o  on  easemen t   for   roo d  purposes 
o ver   the  wes t er l y  4 1  45   feet   t hereof   f or  Legion  Avenue 
nor th an d  sub jec t  t o  on  easemen t  for  roc d  purposes  01...-er 
th e  sou t h erl y  30  feet  o f  25t h  Stree t  Nor th  and  sub jec t  t o 
al l   o ther   encumbranc e s   ond   easements 

of  1969.17  f ee t  along  the  southerl y  line  of  said  Nor theast  Quar t er  of  Sec t ion 
24  t o  a  point  her eina f t er  to  be  referr ed  to  as  '' point   A" :   thenc e  con tinuing 
South  89  degrees  49  minu tes  25  seconds  West  a  d i stanc e  o f   99.00  fee t  along 
said  sou th0rly  line  of  said  Northeast   Quar ter  of  Sec tion  2 4  to  th e  point  of 
beginning  of   the  easemen t   to  be  desc ribed;   thence  c on tinuing   Sou th   89 
degr ee s  49  minutes  25  secon ds  Wesl  o  distance  of  168.73 f eel  along  sa id 
s out herl y  line  of  sa id  Nor theus l Quar ter  of  Sec tion  24;   thenc e  Nor th 1 9 
degr ee s   37   minu tes   51   seconds   Eas t   355. 73   feet ;    thence   Nort h  07   degrees   30 
minutes  50  sec onds  East   11 5 31  f ee t;   t hence  Nort h  37  degrees  01  minu t es  09 
s ec onds  East  216. 44  feet   t o  o  line  drown  Nor th  00  degr ees  1 5  minutes  37 
sec onds  V11'es t   from  sa id  '"Poin t   A ";  thence  Sou th  00  degree s   15  minu tes  37 
sec onds  East  283.65   feet;   the nce  S outh  07  degrees   11   minut es   22  seconds 
West   1 54. 2.3   f eel;   thence  Sou th  22  degrees   54  minutes  1 2  seconds  Wes t 
200.84  fee l lo sai d  poin t  of  beginning 

 
Said  easemen t  is  sub jec t   to  on  easernen t   for  r ood  pur pos es  over   the  southerly 
30._  f eet  for   25th  Stree t  Nor th. 

 

LEGAL DESClllPTION OF RAIN GARDEN EASEMENT 
An   easement   for   rain   garden   purposes   over   and   ac ross   tha t   por t   of   t he  Sou t h  Half   o f   the 
Nor theas t   Quar ter   o f   Sec t ion  24 ,  Townsh ip  29 ,  Ran ge  21,   EXCEPT  the  nor t h   35.48  ac res 
thereof ,    desc ribed   as   fo llo•t1s: 

 
Commencing  a t  the  east  quar ter  corner  of  said  Sec tion  24,  o  found  cost  iron  monumen t; 
thenc e   South   89   degrees   49   minut es   25  secon ds   Wes t    o  dist ance   of   1969.1 7   f eet   along   t he 
sou therl y  l ine  o f  sa i d  Nor thea s t   Quarter   of  Sec tion  24 ;    t h enc e  con t inuing  South   89  dEgree s 
49  minut es  25  seconds  I/Vest  a  distanc e  o f  2 67. 73  f ee t  along  s aid  sou therl y  line  o f   said 

- 
ROCK CONSTRUCTION   ENTRANCE 
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SOU THERLY  LINE  OF  THE  NOR TH  35. 48 
ACRES  OF  THE  NE  1 / 4  OF  SECTION 
24,  T \NP_   29 .  R ANGE  21 
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Northeast  Quarte r  o f  Sec tion  24;   thence  North  19  degrees   37  minu t es  51  seconds  Eas t 
-' I' 

w ' NOTES 
Field  sur ve y  was  c omple t ed  by  E G.  Rud  and  Sons.  Inc.  on  1/05/16 

Bear ings  s1own  ore  on  on  \'Vosh ingt on  C oun t y  NAD 83  (1996)  da tum. 

Benchma rk       GSID  Sta tionN33 723;   MnDOT  Nome  "'S  27"'      Ele va tion   935.98 
(NA VD88)    Loca t e d  near  junc t ion  o f  33rd  S tree t  and  lak e  Elm o  Road 

 
Con t ours  from  MnDNR  L )-'dor  mapping  (NA VD88) ,   suppl em en t ed  by  fi el d  shot s  t ok en 
1  /5/16 

 
This  sur ve;;  w as  prepar e d  w i thou t   the  uen e f it  o f   t i t l e  'Nork     A dditiona l 
eosem er1 t s,  r es t ric t ions  and/or  en cumbr ances  may  ex ist  other  than  t hose   show n 
hereon.    Sur ve y  sub jec t   t o  revision  upon  r ec eip t  of  o  c urren t  tit l e   c ommitment  or 

355 .73  f eet;   thence   North   70  degrees   22  minu tes  09  seconds  West   84.18  feet   t o  the  poin t 
of  beginning  of  the  easement   to  be  descr ibed;   thence   Sou th   1 5  degrees   35  minutes  06 
seco nds  \A/es t  1 47.68  fee t;   thence  Sou th  21  degree s  36  minu t es  06  sec onds  'Ne s t  110. 07 
f eet;   Nor t h   68  degrees   23  minutes  54  sec onds  West  48. 71  f ee t;   thence  North  21  degrees 
32  minut es  09  seconds  Eost  112.56  fee t;   thence  North  10  degr ees  22  minutes  37  sec onds 
E as t   1]2.28  fee t ,  thence  Nor th  72  degrees  57  minut e s  47  sec onds  Wes t  95. 59  feet;   t hence 
North  24  degr ees  14  minutes  20  sec onds  Eo sl  21.9 1  feel:   thence  Nort h  82  degrees  49 
minutes  3-3  seconds   Eas t   109. 42   fee t thence   Sou th  26  degrees  04  minu t es  50  seconds 
Eas t   77 . 73  feet   t o  said  point   of   beginning 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF RAIN GARDEN ACCESS EASEMENT 
A   12  fool  w ide  easemen t  for  rain  garden  access  purpose s  over   and  across  tha t  par t  of  the 
S outh  Half  of   the  Nor th eas t  Quar ter  o f  Section   24.  To wn shi p  29,  R ange  21 ,   EXCEP T  th e  nor t h 
35. 48  acres  t hereof      Said  1 2  f oot  wide  easemen t  lies  l o  th e  r ight  o f   and  is  c ontiguous  w it h 
the   following   described l ine: 

I ,,.,'c-. / 

t"'")' l"o' " )-( N' O
 

0 
V> 

 
/ 

 
3J6  'i   / 
:'+ JO Xi   / 
A v 

"' I /
 

 
4+ C'  .\   J / 

·. ·- .-:-·- · \ 
on   a t t orne y's   title  opinion. Comm encing  a t  th e  eas t  quar ter  corner  of  said  Sec tion  24 ,    o  fo und  cos \   iron  monument ; 

thenc e  South  89  degrees  49  minut es  25  seconds  ',Nes t  o  dis tance  of  1 969.1 7  fee t  along  the 
41.48 a·of 

Due   t o   f ield  w ork   being  c ompl e ted  durin g   the   w int er   season  ther e  m a y   be 
impr ovemen ts  in  addi t ion  t o  those  shown   tha t  were  n o t  visible  due   lo  snow  an d  ice 
conditions   ch oroc t eris tic   o f   Minneso ta   w in t ers 

 
So il   bor ings  and  sep t ic   design   by  Trodewell   Soil   Tes ting  repor t   dot ed  Feb.  1 0,  2016. 

soulherl )i  line  of  said  Nor t heast  Quart er  o f   Sec tion  24;   thence  Sou th  89  degr ees  49  minutes 
25  seconds  West  a  distance  of  267. 73  fee t  along  said  sou therly  line  of  said  Nor theosl 
Quar ter  of  Sec tion  2 4   l o  the  poi nt  of   beginning  o f   th e   l ine  to  be  described;   thence  North  19 
degrees   37  minut es  51  seconds  East  .355 . 73  f ee t;   thenc e   Nor t h  70  degrees   22  minutes  09 
seconds   \A/es t   100.00  feel  and  said  line  there   term ina ti ng 
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PART OF SEC. 24, TWP. 29, RNG. 21 
WASl--llNGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

LEGEND 
0    DENO TES  1 /2 ··  SET  IRON  MONUMEN T  (RLS#25341 ) 

• DENO TES  IRON   M ONUM ENT  FOUND   A S  LA BELED DENO TES   WA SHINGTON   COUNTY   CAST   I RON   M ONUMEN T 

 
IMPERVIOUS AREA CALCULATIONS 

G r os s   l ot  area  = 479 , 156  s f   (11 00 ±   A cres) 
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DENOTE S  EXI STI NG  SPOT  ELEV A TION 

DENOTES   EXI STING   CON TOU RS 

DENOTES   PR OP OSED   CON TOUR S 

Ex i st ing  imper v ious  su r f ace  =  0  s f  (0.0%) 
 

PROPOSED  IMPER VIOUS  SUR FACE  ARE A 

Hou se,  garage,  por ch  =  4,2 45  sq.   f t. 
Deck   =  1 92  sq    f t 

Walk s  =   1 96   sq .   f t 
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DENOTES  TR EE  LINE 
 

DENOTES  PROPOSED  SILT  FENCE 

DENOTES   DIR EC TI ON   OF  SURF ACE   DRAIN AGE 

DENOTES  PROPOSED   ELEV A.TI ON 

DENOTES  SOIL  BORING.  (BY  MARK   TR A OEWE LL) 
 

DENOTES   CONCR E TE   SUR FACE 

DENOTES   BI TUM INOU S   SURF A CE 

DENOTES   GR A VEL   SURF ACE 

Drivewa y  =   8.2 47  sq.  f t. 
To tal  proposed  imper vious   ar ea   =  1 2,880  sq.  f t 

( 27%) 
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  STORM WATER MANAGEMENT NOTES   
1 SEE   ··sTORIJ  WA TER   POLLU TION   PRE VENTION   PLAN   (SWPPPr   SH EET   C 1  1    ANO 
C1. Z   FOR  ADDI TI ON AL   GR ADING   AND   ER OSION   AND   SEDIM EN T  CON TRO L 
INFORMA TI ON 

2 SEE  SHEET  Cl.2  FOR  ..R AIN  GARDEN'.  DE T AI L 
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I  hereb y  c er t i f y   t hat   t his   survey,   pio n 
or  repor t  wa s  pr epared  b y  me  or  under 
my  direc t   sup er vision   and  t hat   I   am 

2   VALLEY   BR ANCH   WATER SHED   DISTRI C T  REQUIRED  PRIOR   TO  S TAR T  OF  SITE 
DISTUR BANCE 

 
 
 
 

STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN 
·BY- PLOWE ENGINEERING 
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SITE PLANNING 

K G, INC. 
SUITE 110 
LINO LAKES, MN 55014 

 
PHONE: (651) 361-8210 

 

Da t e 4 /_2_9 /_1_6   
License  No.   25.3 4 1 - 

Doniel  W.  Oberm ill er & ENGINEERING FAJ( (651) 361-8701 

 
EST. 19fl   Professional Land Surveyors 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PLAN WAS 
PREPARED BY ME OR UNDER MY DIRECT 

SUPERVIS ION AND THAT I AM A DULY LICENSED 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER UNDER THE LAWS OF 

THE STATE OF MIN OTA 
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V ue Residence 

LEGAL   DESCRIPTION 

' 
 DR AWN BY: dwo JOB  NO:   1 5842H S I OA TC  1/06/ 16 

CH[CK BY: dwo SCANN [O  D  . 
1 1/ 1 9/ 1 6 ADDED   PROP.   SEPTIC,   BORINGS BPN 

2 1/21/16 REVISED  BUILDING   DIM ENSIONS BPN 

3 2/ 1 8/ 1 6 ADO E AS[    &  STORM WA T£R  INFO owo 
4 2/25/16 ADD EASE. & STORMW ATER INFO OV\10 

5 3/ 02/ 1 6   REVISE EASE.  & STRMW TR INFO owo 
6 4/12/16 ADD  POLs OWO 

7 4/18/16 RE V,'SE  HOUSE   DIM DWO 

8 4/ 29/ 16 REVISE  ORIVEWA Y DWO 

NO DA T£ DESCRIP TION BY 
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