
 STAFF REPORT 

DATE:  August 10th, 2021  
        DISCUSSION    
            
AGENDA ITEM:   2022 5th Street Median Improvements 

SUBMITTED BY:     Marty Powers, Public Works Director 
 
REVIEWED BY:   Kristina Handt, City Administrator 
                                        
 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  In 2020, Council reviewed options to change the 5th Street medians in order to reduce 
complaints about the appearance of the medians.  Three options were presented to council at that workshop, 
the first included concreting all 5th St medians, the second was to change the existing medians to turf and 
the third to replant all medians with a more resistant group of plants and trees, which was completed in 
South wind development as a trial run.  The South Wind median is still requiring more maintenance than 
Public Works can provide, is not meeting expectations from staff or residents and remains needing attention.   
 
ISSUE BEFORE COUNCIL:  Should Council direct Public Works to budget for 5th Street Median 
changes in 2022?  
 
PROPOSAL DETAILS/ANALYSIS:  Complaints continue as the existing 5th St median plantings 
continue to fail and are being overtaken with weeds.  City owned irrigation systems in medians that have 
been accepted have been disconnected to save cost and reduce water demand.  Staff is bringing options to 
council again, which would include concrete, turf and a combination of turf and less plantings.  Included in 
your packet are the locations of the medians and the cost of each install and its maintenance. 
   
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Estimated Installation and maintenance costs, which is presented attachments in your 
packet.  The cost do not include any irrigation improvements, maintenance, electricity or water costs. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Median location maps 
2. Median improvement options 



City of Lake Elmo
5th Street Median Redesign
Annual Installation Maintenance Estimates

Median Installation Cost

Annual 
Maintenance 

Cost* Installation Cost

Annual 
Maintenance 

Cost** Installation Cost

Annual 
Maintenance 

Cost***

Figure 1 (East of Inwood Avenue) 37,185.00 250.00$                  12,975.00$          850.00$               14,848.00$              955.00$                  

Figure 2 (East of Island Trail) 20,644.00 200.00$                  8,745.00$             720.00$               8,745.00$                720.00$                  

Figure 3 (East of lsland Trail) 76,628.00 300.00$                  19,580.00$          980.00$               19,580.00$              980.00$                  

Figure 4 (West of Jade Trail) 104,726.00 400.00$                  31,110.00$          1,240.00$            31,110.00$              1,240.00$              

Figure 5 (East of Jade Trail) 67,584.00 300.00$                  17,960.00$          980.00$               17,960.00$              980.00$                  

Figure 6 (East of Julianne) 102,428.00 400.00$                  25,820.00$          1,240.00$            25,820.00$              1,240.00$              

Figure 7 (West of Junco) 17,826.00 200.00$                  7,290.00$             720.00$               7,290.00$                720.00$                  

Figure 8 (East of Junco) 31,249.00 250.00$                  11,350.00$          850.00$               11,350.00$              850.00$                  

Figure 9 (West of Keats) 125,072.00 400.00$                  35,320.00$          1,110.00$            38,967.00$              1,790.00$              

Figure 10 (Southwind) 52,612.00 250.00$                  16,200.00$          850.00$               16,200.00$              850.00$                  

635,954.00$        2,950.00$               186,350.00$         $           9,540.00  191,870.00$            10,325.00$            

*Concrete Option includes: annual debris clean‐up 2 times a year.
** Turf Option includes: weekly mowing with fertilizing and weed control 2 times a year.
***Turf & Planting Bed Option includes: weekly mowing of turf areas with fertilizing and weed control 2 times a year.

Concrete Option Turf Option
Turf & Planting Bed Option
(at Inwood Ave & Keats Ave)

T:\6443 Lake Elmo\19‐024 5th Street Design Standard\2021‐07‐29 Updated Median Costs\5th Street Redesign Installation  Annual Maintenance Estimates 2021‐08‐02
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Figure 1

JAN 2020

5th Street Center Median Landscape Plan
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JAN 2020

5th Street Center Median Landscape Plan
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JAN 2020

5th Street Center Median Landscape Plan
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Figure 4

JAN 2020

5th Street Center Median Landscape Plan
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JAN 2020

5th Street Center Median Landscape Plan
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Figure 6

JAN 2020

5th Street Center Median Landscape Plan
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Figure 7

JAN 2020

5th Street Center Median Landscape Plan
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Figure 8

JAN 2020

5th Street Center Median Landscape Plan
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Figure 9

JAN 2020

5th Street Center Median Landscape Plan
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01-PLAN-117021-SHEET-LAND-MEDIAN ALTERNATIVE
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Mendota Heights, MN 55120
2422 Enterprise Drive (651) 681-1914

Fax: 681-9488
www.pioneereng.com

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTSLAND SURVEYORSLAND PLANNERSCIVIL ENGINEERS

I hereby certify that this plan was prepared by
me  or under my direct supervision and that I
am a duly  Licensed Landscape Architect
under the laws  of the  State of Minnesota 44763

Jennifer L. Thompson 1
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jlt

7-1-19

SOUTHWIND OF LAKE ELMO
LAKE ELMO, MINNESOTA

SOUTHWIND BUILDERS INC.
2372 LEIBEL STREET

WHITE BEAR LAKE, MINNESOTA 55110
5TH STREET MEDIAN REVISION

4-22-2020
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