
CITY OF FALCON HEIGHTS 
Regular Meeting of the City Council 

City Hall 
2077 West Larpenteur Avenue 

 
AGENDA 

July 27, 2011 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER:   
 
B.   ROLL CALL:    LINDSTROM ____ HARRIS ____ GOSLINE ____ 
    LONG ____ MERCER-TAYLOR ____  
    MILLER ____  
 
C. PRESENTATIONS:   

1.  Jim Bykowski, St. Paul Regional Water Services 
 
D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  July 13, 2011             
 
E. PUBLIC HEARINGS:    
   
F. CONSENT AGENDA:         
 1.  General Disbursements through 7/15/2011:  $173,620.75   

Payroll through 7/11/2011:  $18,244.83    
2. City License Renewal 
3. Approval of contract for Community Park Tennis Court Reconstruction 
4. Storm Sewer Cleaning Program 

 
G:  POLICY ITEMS: 
 1.  Domestic Partner Ordinance 
    
H. INFORMATION/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
I. COMMUNITY FORUM: 
 
J. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 
 
 



CITY OF FALCON HEIGHTS 
Regular Meeting of the City Council 

City Hall 
2077 West Larpenteur Avenue 

 
AGENDA 

July 13, 2011 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER:   
 
B.   ROLL CALL:    LINDSTROM _X_ HARRIS _X_ GOSLINE _X_ 
    LONG _X_ MERCER-TAYLOR _X_  
    MILLER _X_  
 
C. PRESENTATIONS:   

1.  Seth Reasoner, Eagle Scout Project Presentation 
 
D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  June 22, 2011                 Approved       
 
E. PUBLIC HEARINGS:    
   
F. CONSENT AGENDA:            Beth Mercer-Taylor Moved Approval 5-0 
 1.  General Disbursements through 6/29/2011:  $4,291.95   

Payroll through 6/28/2011:  $20,565.70    
2. City License Renewal 
3. Establish Mileage Reimbursement Rate for 2011  
4. Appointment to St. Paul Regional Water Services Board of Managers 

 
G:  POLICY ITEMS: 

1. Amendment to Zoning Code relating to Variances              Pam Harris Moved Approval 5-0 
2. Approval of 2011-12 City Council Goals           Chuck Long Moved Approval 5-0 
3. Acceptance of Construction Bid for Community Park Tennis Courts  

              Keith Gosline Moved Approval 5-0 
H. ADDENDUM: 

1.  Resolution Regarding Ramsey County/Minnesota Vikings Sales Tax Proposals 
       Public Comment: Haudy Kazemi, 1879 Tatum St.  

                 Pam Harris Moved Approval 4-1 
                                     Chuck Long Opposed 
2.  Livable Communities Demonstration Account Grant Application 
               Beth Mercer-Taylor Moved Approval 5-0 
3.  Ordinance Allowing for Electrical Inspections 
                Chuck Long Moved Approval 5-0 

I. INFORMATION/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
J. COMMUNITY FORUM: 
 
K. ADJOURNMENT:            8:05pm 



                                                                                                   
 
        REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

Families, Fields and Fair 
__________________________ 

         

 
 Meeting Date July 27, 2011 

Agenda Item Consent F1 
Attachment General Disbursements and Payroll 

Submitted By Roland Olson, Finance Director 

 
 
  
       The City That Soars! 
 
 
 

Item General Disbursements and Payroll 

Description 
 

General Disbursements through 7/15/2011:  $173,620.75   
Payroll through 7/11/2011:  $18,244.83  
 

Budget Impact  

Attachment(s) General Disbursements and Payroll 
 

Action(s) 
Requested 

Staff recommends that the Falcon Heights City Council approve general 
disbursements and payroll. 
 

 
 































                                                                                                   
 
        REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

Families, Fields and Fair 
__________________________ 

         

 
 Meeting Date July 27, 2011 

Agenda Item Consent F2 
Attachment  

Submitted By Michelle Tesser, Assistant to the City 
Administrator 

 
 
  
       The City That Soars! 
 
 
 

Item City License Applications 

Description 
 

The following individuals have applied for a Liquor, Municipal Business, 
Restaurant License for 2011.  Staff has received the necessary documents for 
licensure. 

1. Stout’s Pub 
 
The following individuals have applied for a Mechanical License for 2011.  Staff 
has received the necessary documents for licensure. 
 
                               1.  DeZiel Heating & A/C, Inc. 
 

Budget Impact  

Attachment(s) N/A 

Action(s) 
Requested 

Staff recommends that the Falcon Heights City Council approve the 2011 City 
License Applications 

 



                                                                                                   
 
        REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

Families, Fields and Fair 
__________________________ 

         

 
 Meeting Date July 27, 2011 

Agenda Item Consent F3 
Attachment Contract for Tennis Court 

Reconstruction 
Submitted By Justin Miller, City Administrator 

 
 
  
       The City That Soars! 
 
 
 

Item Approval of Contract for Tennis Court Reconstruction 

Description 
 

At the July 13th city council meeting, bids were approved for the Community Park 
tennis court reconstruction project.  The low bidder was Midwest Asphalt, and in 
order to complete this project, the city attorney has drafted a contract for the 
specified work.   
 

Budget Impact Funds for this project will be paid through United States Tennis Association grants 
and funds from the parks capital improvements budget.  The net cost to the city is 
estimated to be $82,800. 

Attachment(s) Contract with Midwest Asphalt 

Action(s) 
Requested 

Staff recommends that the Falcon Heights City Council approve the attached 
contract with Midwest Asphalt for reconstruction of the Community Park tennis 
courts. 
 

 
 





















                                                                                                   
 
        REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 

         

 
 Meeting Date     July 27, 2011 

Agenda Item Consent F4 
Attachment  

Submitted By Tim Pittman, Director of Public Works 
and Parks 

 
 
  
       Families, Fields and Fair 
 
 
 

Item 
 

Storm Sewer Cleaning Program 

Description The City of Falcon Heights storm sewer system consists of 283 catch basins and 136 
manhole accesses.  There are approximately 4,434 linear feet of pipe varying in size 
from 12” to 42” in diameter. These systems carry rain water to rivers, streams, and 
lakes, and in our case, predominantly Como Lake. After years of leaves and debris 
passing thru this system, deposits have developed. To reduce the chance of these 
contaminants getting to our lakes and streams proper cleaning of the system is 
required. This consists of a high pressure nozzle that washes the inside of the pipes 
and basins and the debris is vacuumed out and hauled away to a proper disposal 
site. Quotes were received for the 2011 Storm Sewer cleaning program by the 
following companies. 
 
American Environmental LLC                         $27,500.00 
Infratech Inc.                                                       $28,377.60 
Midwest Trenchless Technologies Inc.           $28,776.66 
 

Budget Impact Money has been allocated in the Storm Drainage Fund (602) for 2011 in the amount 
of $35,000. 

Attachment(s) None 

Action(s) 
Requested 

Staff recommends that the Falcon Heights City Council approve an agreement with 
American Environmental LLC for the amount of $27,500 for the 2011 storm sewer 
cleaning program. 
 

 
 



                                                                                                   
 
        REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

Families, Fields and Fair 
__________________________ 

          

      The City That Soars! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Item Adoption of Domestic Partner Ordinance 

Description 
 

The Human Rights Commission was approached in January by Outfront Minnesota 
to discuss the possibility of implementing a domestic partner ordinance in the city. 
Domestic partner registration ordinances allow a couple, whether same-sex or 
different-sex, to register as domestic partners for a nominal fee and receive a 
certificate that verifies their registration.  This type of ordinance exists in 
Minneapolis (1991), Duluth and St. Paul (2009), and Edina, Rochester, Maplewood, 
Golden Valley (2010) and Richfield (2011).    
 
The Human Rights Commission reviewed the historical path other cities have taken 
when determining whether to adopt a domestic partner ordinance.  The 
commission agreed to recommend adopting the ordinance to the council.   
 
The city council has reviewed the proposal several times, most recently at the June 
29th city council workshop. 

 
Budget Impact Minimal impacted based on number of applications received. 

Attachment(s) Domestic Partner Information Sheet from Outfront Minnesota 
Ordinance 11-03 
 

Action(s) 
Requested 

The Human Rights Commission recommends that the Falcon Heights City Council 
approve the attached domestic partner ordinance and amend the city’s fee schedule 
to include the following: 
 
Domestic Partnership Registration: $40.00 
Amendments or terminations:  $20.00 
 

 

Meeting Date July 27, 2011 
Agenda Item Policy G1 

Attachment          Domestic Partner Information Sheet 
                                            Ordinance 11-03 

Submitted By Michelle Tesser, Assistant to the City 
Administrator 



What are municipal domestic-partner registration ordinances? 
In 1991, the City of Minneapolis created Minnesota’s first municipal domestic-
partner registration ordinance.  Since then, other cities have followed suit:  Duluth 
(2009), St. Paul (2009), Edina (2010), and Rochester (2010).  These ordinances 
allow a couple, whether same-sex or different-sex, to register as domestic 
partners for a nominal fee (usually $20-$25) and receive a certificate that verifies 
their registration. 

 
Municipal domestic-partner registrations serve purposes beyond 
symbolism. 

Undeniably, under Minnesota law, local governments are very restricted in terms 
of the rights or privileges they could attach to a domestic-partner registration.  In 
particular, local governments in Minnesota may not offer their employees’ 
domestic partners health coverage akin to that provided to employees’ spouses.  
(Other employment benefits, e.g., bereavement leave, may be offered.)  A 
registration ordinance provides unmarried couples who attest that they satisfy the 
City’s definition of a “domestic partnership” the ability to secure government 
documentation that a relationship exists.  That documentation function 
strengthens couples’ ability to secure benefits or protections from businesses, 
hospitals, or other entities which can rely on a registration certificate for their 
paperwork needs.   

 
Municipal domestic-partner registration ordinances impose no costs on 
local businesses. 

None of the domestic-partner ordinances passed in Minnesota requires any 
private business or other entity to pay to provide financial benefits of any kind to 
couples who register.  Much of the conversation about domestic partnerships 
relates to health benefits;  under Federal law, in most cases no city or state can 
require that private employers provide any particular health benefits to their 
employees.  A domestic-partner registration ordinance, however, can make it 
easier for those businesses who would like to provide these or other benefits but 
who don’t want to create their own, internal registration processes. 
 

Passing a municipal domestic-partner registration ordinance imposes 
no costs on a City itself. 

The cost of preparing forms for couples to use for registration is more than offset 
by the registration fee couples are charged.  Passing a domestic-partner 
registration ordinance does not require a City to provide any particular benefits to 
its employees’ domestic partners, though naturally a City may choose to do so, 
other than dependent health coverage. 

 
Municipal domestic-partner registration ordinances can help attract 
businesses and residents. 

There is no evidence that in twenty years’ experience, businesses or residents 
have left, or declined to move to, Minneapolis due to its domestic-partner 
registration ordinance.  In OutFront Minnesota’s experience, local leaders 
express support for such ordinances because they believe they enhance their 
city’s reputation as welcoming to all families and communities, and that this is 
conducive to welcoming new businesses and residents.   

 
Municipal domestic-partner registries do not affect places of worship. 

A municipal domestic-partner registration ordinance is entirely a function of civil 
government and has no effect on places of worship.  Should a place of worship 



choose to conduct a ceremony for domestic partners, they are of course free and 
welcome to do so, but no government entity may require that a place of worship 
recognize or act on a domestic-partner registration.   

 
Municipal domestic-partner registries do not violate state law. 

While Minnesota law currently restricts marriage to different-sex couples, state 
law also allows local governments to register domestic partners.  Each of the 
domestic-partner registration ordinances in Minnesota provides for recognition of 
registrations from other cities, as well as domestic partnerships, civil unions, and 
even marriages from other jurisdictions – as municipal domestic partnerships, 
and nothing more. Domestic-partnership registration ordinances do not create or 
limit rights or obligations in such areas as inheritance, adoption, child custody, 
separation, or related areas governed solely by State law.    



ORDINANCE NO. 11-03 
 

CITY OF FALCON HEIGHTS 
RAMSEY COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
 CHAPTER 2 OF THE CITY CODE CONCERNING  

REGISTRATION OF DOMESTIC PARTNERS 
 
 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FALCON HEIGHTS ORDAINS: 
 
 SECTION 1.  Chapter 2 of the Falcon Heights City Code is amended by adding Article 
VIII to read: 
 

ARTICLE VIII.  Domestic Partners 
 

2-150  Purpose. 
 
The City of Falcon Heights authorizes and establishes a voluntary program of registration of 
domestic partners.  The domestic partnership registry is a means by which unmarried, committed 
couples who reside or work in Falcon Heights and who share a life together may document their 
relationship. 
 
Falcon Heights’ Domestic Partner ordinance is a City ordinance and does not create rights, 
privileges, or responsibilities that are available to spouses under state or federal law.  The City of 
Falcon Heights cannot provide legal advice concerning domestic partnerships.  Applicants and 
registrants may wish to consult with an attorney for such advice including but not limited to: 
wills, medical matters, finances and powers of attorney, children and dependents, medical and 
health care employment benefits. 
 
2-151  Definitions. 
 
The following words and phrases used in this Code have the meanings given in this Section.  
 

Domestic Partner.  Any two adults who meet all the following:  
 

1. Are not related by blood closer than permitted under marriage laws of the state.  
2. Are not married.  
3. Are competent to enter into a contract.  
4. Are jointly responsible to each other for the necessities of life.  
5. Are committed to one another to the same extent as married persons are to each 

other, except for the traditional marital status and solemnities.  
6. Do not have any other domestic partner(s).  
7. Are both at least 18 years of age. 
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8. At least one of whom resides in Falcon Heights or is employed in Falcon Heights. 
 
Domestic Partnership.  The term “domestic partnership” shall include, upon production of 
valid, government-issued documentation, in addition to domestic partnerships registered with 
the City of Falcon Heights, and regardless of whether partners in either circumstances have 
sought further registration with the City of Falcon Heights: 
 

1. Any persons who have a currently-registered domestic partnership with a 
governmental body pursuant to state, local or other law authorizing such 
registration.  The term domestic partnership shall be construed liberally to include 
same-sex unions, regardless of title, in which two same-sex individuals are 
committed to one another as married persons are traditionally committed, except 
for the traditional marital status and solemnities. 

 
2. Marriages that would be legally recognized as a contract of lawful marriage in 

another local, state or foreign jurisdiction, but for the operation of Minnesota law.  
 
2-152  Registration of Domestic Partnerships. 
 
A. The City Clerk shall accept an application in a form provided by the City to register 
domestic partners who state in such application that they meet the definition of domestic 
partners. 

 
B. The City Clerk shall charge an application fee for the registration of domestic partners 
and shall charge a fee for providing certified copies of registrations, amendments, or notices of 
termination. 

 
C. The City Clerk shall provide each domestic partner with a registration certificate.  The 
registration certificate shall not be issued prior to the third working day after the date of the 
application. 

 
D. This application and certificate may be used as evidence of the existence of a domestic 
partner relationship. 

 
E. The City Clerk shall keep a record of all registrations of domestic partnership, 
amendments to registrations and notices of termination.  The records shall be maintained so that 
amendments and notices of termination are filed with the registration of domestic partnership to 
which they pertain. 

 
F. The application and amendments thereto, the registration certificate, and termination 
notices shall constitute government data and will be subject to disclosure pursuant to the terms of 
the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act.  
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2-153  Amendments.  
 
The City Clerk may accept amendments for filing from persons who have domestic partnership 
registrations on file, except amendments which would replace one of the registered partners with 
another individual.  
 
2-154  Termination of Domestic Partnership.  
 
Domestic partnership registration terminates when the earliest of the following occurs:  
 

1. One of the partners dies; or  
 

2. Forty-five days after one partner sends the other partner written notice, on a form 
provided by the City, that he or she is terminating the partnership and files the 
notice of termination and an affidavit of service of the notice on the other partner 
together with a fee with the City Clerk.  

 
 SECTION 2.  EFFECTIVE DATE:  This ordinance shall take effect from and after its 
passage. 
 
 ADOPTED this 27th day of July, 2011, by the City Council of Falcon Heights, Minnesota. 
 
 
      CITY OF FALCON HEIGHTS 
 
 
      BY: ______________________________ 
       Peter Lindstrom, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________________  
Justin Miller, City Administrator/Clerk 
 
 
 


