444 Metropolitan Council

A4 Working for the Region, Planning for the Future
April 28, 2000

Heather Worthington

Acting Manager

City of Falcon Heights

2077 W. Larpenteur Avenue
Falcon Heights, MN 55113-5594

Re: Falcon Heights 2020 Comprehensive Plan Update
Metropolitan Council Referral File No. 18095-1
Metropolitan Council District 14

Dear Ms. Worthington:

At its meeting April 26, 2000, the Metropolitan Council completed its review of the Falcon
Heights Comprehensive Plan update. The Council based its review on the staff’s executive
summary and review record.

The Council found that the comprehensive plan update meets all Metropolitan Land Planning Act
(MLPA) requirements for 1998 plan updates; is in conformity with the regional system plans for
aviation, recreation open space, transportation and water resources management; is consistent
with the Regional Blueprint, and is compatible with the plans of adjacent jurisdictions.
Therefore, the city may place the comprehensive plan into effect and no modifications are
required.

MN Statutes 473.864, Subd. 1, requires local governments to adopt the comprehensive plan with
any required modifications within nine months following a final decision. We request two copies
of your final plan once it is revised to include all the information that was submitted. One copy
will be placed in the Council library and the other will be placed in the working file for
Comprehensive Planning. In addition, please send us documentation indicating that the city
adopted or amended any official local controls to implement the comprehensive plan.

We understand that the city intends to complete a more extensive comprehensive plan after the
completion of the University of Minnesota St. Paul Campus plan. We appreciate the work the
city did to comply with the more immediate MLPA submittal requirements and look forward to
working with the city on future development plans. At that time, the city should address
comments from the Minnesota Department of Transportation and also update its sewer plan if
wastewater services are to be modified or extended.
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Sherry Narusiewicz, MnDOT, Metropolitan Division

Lee Pao Xing, Metropolitan Council Representative, District 14
Linda Milashius, Referrals Coordinator

Sandra Pinel, Sector Representative and Principal Reviewer

WMETC_FS2\DATA\USERS\SHARED\LIBRARY\COMMUNDWVAREFERRA L\LETTERS\0OLetters\Falcon Heights
Transmittal.doc

230 East Filth Street St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-1626 (651) 602-1000 Fax 602-1550 TDD/TTY 291-0904 Metro Info Line 602-1888
An Equal Opportunity Employer



City of Falcon Heights
2020 Comprehensive Plan Update

Background

The city of Falcon Heights revised its comprehensive land use plan in 1991 using
a public participation process that included the city’s two major landowners, the
University of Minnesota and the Minnesota State Fair. In the past eight years the
fully developed city experienced the following land use and employment
changes: 1) the development of 34 townhome units and 1 single family home; 2)
the construction of the University of Minnesota women'’s intercollegiate soccer
stadium in 1999; and 3) the relocation of 450 Harvest States employees from
Falcon Heights to Cenex headquarters in Inver Grove Heights in October, 1999.

With an increasing awareness of the importance of the University of Minnesota in
the city's land use future, the city anticipates reviewing its comprehensive plan
again in 2000. Although the process to be used has not been discussed by the
planning commission or council at this time, it is anticipated that there will be
public involvement. This activity coincides with the city's budgeting for a GIS
system which will be used to prepare the final product.

Finally, although the internal comprehensive plan update is planned for 2000, the
city has been working extensively on planning its future over the past few years.
Specifically, the city participates in two University of Minnesota land use planning
efforts, the University of Minnesota Twin Cities Master Planning Advisory
Committee and the recently constituted, University of Minnesota St. Paul Land
Use Advisory Task Force which also includes representatives from the State
Fair, neighboring St. Anthony Park and Ramsey County. These efforts are
critical to the future of the city because the university owns a major share of the
city’s land area, yet the university is statutorily exempt from the city’s land use
controls. This important effort has absorbed a significant amount of the city’s
resources over the past two years to assure its success.

General Comments:

The city of Falcon Heights’ goal is to create and maintain a good quality of life in
the community which is an aging, inner ring, fully developed suburb adjacent to
St. Paul and within two miles of Minneapolis (attachment 1). The city does this
by funding good public services. Historically, Falcon Heights has done this by
cooperatively contracting for many of its services because it is cost effective to
do so. It also requires evaluating where the city can most prudently spend its
dollars. In recent years, both the importance of police services and
infrastructure rebuilding have been key financial investments for the city.



Maintaining the property tax base. Falcon Heights geographic boundaries
include the University of Minnesota St. Paul Campus and the Minnesota State
Fair. This unique land use composition creates an interesting community that is
appreciated by residents and visitors alike. However, it results in 66% of the
city’s land area being both tax exempt and statutorily out of the city’s land use
control. With 43% of its tax base tax exempt, Falcon Heights ranks as the
second highest city with tax exempt property in the metropolitan area after the
small city of Hillside (attachment 2). Unlike many university cities, Falcon
Heights tax base does not reflect the commercial or private research facilities
that many university communities enjoy. Given the city’s location by the
university and within a few minutes of both downtowns, the city is increasingly
attractive to tax exempt property owners. Since maintaining the tax base is
critical to being able to pay for services that continue to make Falcon Heights an
attractive community, the city must evaluate all land use proposals for their
intrinsic planning sense in the community as well as their relationship to the tax
base.

Areas of potential change. The city is fully developed with an estimated 4 acre
parcel for potential future residential development if a number of constraints on
the property are addressed. Therefore, it is not new development, but
redevelopment where the city will see changes over the next twenty years. At
this time, this redevelopment is in the commercial area of Snelling and
Larpenteur Avenues, particularly on the southeast corner where there is an aging
commercial facility. Although from time-to-time potential developers inquire about
this corner, the current value on the property makes it a challenge for any
redevelopment activity to occur. The city recently hired a consultant to review
the development opportunities and costs related to this site to provide
background information on what may be required to see a change in this
location.

In addition to this identified redevelopment site on the southeast corner of
Snelling and Larpenteur Avenues, the property on the northwest corner of this
intersection is currently subject to change. Until 1999 Harvest States was the
second largest employer in the city after the university. With the merger of
Harvest States and Cenex, Harvest States recently moved its 450 employees to
Inver Grove Heights. The building is for sale and its future use unknown at this
time. The city is interested in seeing that any use not only be consistent with
good land use planning in this quadrant of the community business district, but
that it also pay property taxes.

Finally, another land ownership change with potential employment impact on the
city is on the horizon. The city’s third largest employer, Hewlett Packard, is
anticipating the sale of its facility sometime over the next tweny four months.
Again, maintaining the commercial, tax paying status on this site is critical for the
financial well being of the city.



Relationship with the University of Minnesota and the Minnesota State Fair. The
city works very hard to develop and maintain good communication with its two
major landholders and institutions, the University of Minnesota and the
Minnesota State Fair. Besides participating in the university planning activities
described earlier, the city involved theses institutions in the planning of the
reconstruction of a major county road, Larpenteur Avenue. Very recently, the city
engaged in marketing strategies with the university to promote the city
commercial property as a place for private research facilities related to university
research, specifically in the area of genetics research. Although this effort is just
beginning, the city and university officials are optimistic about its potential for the
near and more distant future.

Housing and Livable Communities. The city is primarily residential in character.
In recent years thirty four market rate townhome units and one single family
home were or are being constructed. This leaves approximately 4 acres of
vacant land remaining for development in the city. This is a residential location
and will be discussed in more detail under the land use section of this report.
The city exceeds all but affordable owner occupied housing in the Livable
Communities benchmarks established in 1996 (attachment 3). With the new
construction of higher value owner occupied housing throughout the metropolitan
area over the past four years, the city is very interested in seeing how Falcon
Heights affordable owner occupied housing percentage compares with current
market values in second, third and fourth tier suburban cities as of 2000.

Forecasts (Existing table 8 page 9)

The following projections are proposed to replace the existing table 8 on page 9.
They reflect the following assumptions: 1) that household size for single family
housing is slightly larger in 2000 due to some increase in families with children,
but a realization that this trend may be changing since the elementary school is
experiencing a decline in enroilment and many home purchasers in Falcon
Heights are single homeowners or joint homeowners without children; 2) that
there may be additional housing units constructed on the university campus by
2020 or the addition of some residential units as part of a redevelopment use by
2020 (not 2010); and 3) that employment on the university will continue to
increase and that the city will be successful in retaining employment in its
commercial sites. If necessary, these projections will be revised after the future
of the Harvest States and Hewlett Packard properties is known.



2000 2010 2020
Population 5650 5750 5900
Households 2100 2100 2150
Employment 3700 * 3900 4050

* Assumes that 450 jobs will go into vacant Harvest States site and that 260 jobs
will be maintained at level at Hewlett Packard.

Land Use
Falcon Heights is a fully developed, inner ring suburb.

Existing land use 1999 (Replace table 9 page 12)

In acres

1990 1999
Single family residentiai | 284 284
Multi-family residential 27 36
(1)
Commercial/Business 26 26
Industrial 0 0
University of Minnesota | 656 655 (3)
(2)
State Fair 288 288
Quasi-public 3 4 (3)
Ramsey Co. Historical
Society, church
City Hall 3 3
School and grounds 8 8
Parks and playgrounds 18 18
Public streets and Alleys | 139 139
Vacant (not U or Fair) 13 (4) 4
Total 1465 14=65

(1) Not university housing

(2) Not including park land leased to city

(3) Sale of 1 acre from U to Ramsey County Historical Society in 1999
(4) Revised from 1990 estimate of 9 acres vacant

Revised existing land use map. (Attachment 4)

Identifies in-fill development that occurred in 1990’s.

Eliminates vacant parcels that are no longer vacant or were inaccurately
designated as vacant.




Notes redevelopment site on southeast corner of Larpenteur and Snelling that is
currently under study.

Notes sites of potential change due to sale of property.

Vacant land. The only vacant land for development in the city’s land use controls
is an approximately 4 acre site that is in a residential zone (attachment 5).
Although it is unlikely that this property will be developed in the next ten or even
twenty years because of a number of constraints on it, the city evaluated this
area’s development potential over the past year and determined some minimal
criteria that must be addressed by any future developer to guarantee that it would
be developed according to sound land use planning practices. These criteria
included developing the property as a whole rather than on a lot by lot basis. Itis
likely that this would be developed as a planned unit development with densities
being determined at the time of the development.

Falcon Heights unique composition includes the University of Minnesota’s
agricultural research fields. This land is not considered vacant by either the city
or the university.

Density factors. The city’s zoning code requires 10,000 square feet for a single
family lot and has a maximum medium density at 12 units per acre. The city is
developed at a density that exceeds these current zoning code standards. It is
likely that any development or redevelopment proposal will be done as a planned
unit development and the desirable density will be determined at the time of the
proposal.

Potential changes. The southeast corner of Snelling and Larpenteur is
designated as a redevelopment site. Market factors govern this redevelopment
opportunity and, to date, there is no proposal on the site. The city is having a
financial analysis of the site done to determine costs associated with any
redevelopment. The future of the Harvest States property on the southwest
corner of Snelling and Larpenteur is currently unknown and may be in transition.
The future of the Hewlett Packard headquarters on Larpenteur Avenue is
unknown. The city is talking with university officials about potential private sector
research operations on this site.

Transportation

Transit service. The transportation section of the plan adds language that notes
the transit routes available in the city as Metro Transit routes 4,5,6,12 and 33,
Circulator Route 105 (see Metro Transit maps) and the University of Minnesota
intercampus route (attachment 6). Also, that there are anticipated cross town
routes being planned for Snelling Avenue and from the Ford Plant to New




Brighton. Falcon Heights is participating in the transit planning activities currently
underway by Metro Transit.

LRT. The LRT designations should be eliminated from Figure 9 in the 1991 plan.
Falcon Heights is not a designated light rail corridor.

Functional classification of roads
(map being provided by city engineer under separate cover)

Classification Roads

A minor arterials Cleveland Avenue, Larpenteur Avenue,
Snelling Avenue

B minor arterials Fairview Avenue, Hamline Avenue
(north of Larpenteur), Como Avenue

Collector Streets Roselawn Avenue, Hamline Avenue
(south of Larpenteur)

Local Streets Streets not designated above

Traffic forecasts. Use traffic forecasts provided by the Metropolitan Council.
There are no traffic forecasts in 1991 plan.

Aviation No change.
Sanitary Sewer
The projections are based upon anticipated drop in use by household according

to Don Bluhm. Also based upon household projections described under land use
plan.

Year 2000 2010 2020
Households 2100 2100 2150
Sewer use rate 90,000 87,500 85,000
(ga/hhold/year)

Annual household | 189 184 ! 183
sewer use (MG)

3/17/00 revised

Stormwater

In 1994 the city amended its comprehensive plan to include an interim strategy
for nonpoint source pollution related to stormwater. The city plans to adopt an
ordinance regarding this in 2000.

Housing

The city exceeds most benchmarks for the Livable Communities program that
were established in 1995. The city is interested in seeing how its affordable




owner occupied housing stock compares with affordable owner occupied housing
in second, third and fourth tier suburbs after the development trends since 1996.
As a fully developed city, at this time the city has no plans to construct affordable
owner occupied housing, but to rely on mortgage subsidy programs for home
buyers to achieve this goal. The city’s Livable Communities goals and plan are
attached (attachments 7 and 8).



TABLE 13

PROJECTED WASTE WATER FLOWS 1)
(millions gallons per year)

HOUSEHOLDS YEAR 2000 YEAR 2010 2) YEAR 2020
St. Paul Interceptor 1100 130.2 130.2 133.7 3)
Northwestern Area Trunk Sewer
- University Grove 102 47 7 4.7 4.7
- University of Minnesota - Other 127.9 128.1 4) 128.1 4)
- U of M Commonwealth Terrace 330 26.5 7 26.5 26.5
- U of M Bailey Hall Dormitory 260 10.4 7 10.4 104
- State Fair 36.7 20.1 5) 20.1
- Hollywood Court/Northome 308 13.6 7) 13.8 13.6
TOTALS: 2100 350 3336 9 3371 6)

1) Flow assumption: Year 2000 total of 350 million gallons is based on actual flow allocation as
determined by Metropolitan Council Environmental Services. For year
2020 the increase of 50 households is based upon : Average useage =
100 gatlons/capita/day with a household size of 2.4 persons.

2) Based on current average flows since 1995.

3) Projected increase in 50 households by 2020.
4) Employment increases in 2010 and 2020 add an estimated .2 millions gallons each decade.
5) State Fair will complete all surface water runoff projects in 2002.
6) Based on no reduction in Inflow and Irigation and no increase in per capita use.
7) The sanitary flows from these areas are unmetered. There are no intercity agreements
that adjust for these flows, therefore, MCES estimates the sanitary flows for these
areas based upon metered water data and connection counts.

7 b



10.

ATTACHMENTS

City of Falcon Heights 2000 Goals

Department of Revenue 1992 report on tax exempt property
(1998 now available)

Livable Communities Benchmarks

Existing Land Use Map

Land Use Map of Vacant Land

University of Minnesota Intercampus Transit Route
Livable Communities Goals

Livable Communities Plan

Regional Park

Traffic Counts and Functional Classifications



CITY OF FALCON HEIGHTS

2000 BUDGET GOALS

Purpose: To promote a community that is a good place to live, work, and visit.
Goal 1: To protect the public health and safety.
Strategy 1: Providing public safety services to citizens.

Strategy 2:

Strategy 3:

Action Items:

. Provide a responsive, visible, community police
service

® Provide a responsive, well-trained fire service

w Provide emergency medical services that include
advanced life support and medical dispatching

° Review, rewrite and practice the emergency

management plan

Participate in initiatives designed to prevent crime and
the need for emergency responses.

Action Items:

o Promptly removing graffiti from public buildings
and providing removal materials for city businesses

o Review and implement an improved crime block

watch notification program using the web site

Participating in early intervention programs with
juveniles.

Action Items:

o Be invoived in the Mayor’s Commission Against
Drugs (MCAD)
o Support Northwest Youth and Family Services



Goal 2: To maintain and promote the assets of the city’s unique
neighborhoods and tax base including commercial, residential,
and open space uses for present and future generations.

Strategy 1:

Strategy 2:

Strategy 3:

Strategy 4:

Maintain and enhance the neighborhood and
community parks with updated facilities, recreation, and
community services.

Action Iltems:

) Improve the entrances to and identification of
Community Park

a Keep up the community landscaping

. Construct a gathering place in front of city hall

. Develop and implement a sound maintenance

program for public facilities
Work with businesses and homeowners to maintain a
functional and desirable business and residentiai
environment

Action Items:

° Continue to review and communicate city code
requirements to business and commercial property
owners

J Maintain the desirability of neighborhoods
through code enforcement

° Communicate community standards through

photos and code information on the web site

Expand pedestrian and bicycle opportunities

Action Item:

o Include these components in the Larpenteur
Avenue reconstruction plans east of Arona
(Ramsey Co., city)

Maintain the city’s infrastructure

Action Items:

o Plan for and implement street improvements
on Larpenteur east of Arona and alleys

o Continue the sidewalk maintenance program

o Publicize the availability of housing rehabilitation
funds to owners of single and multi-family property
owners

o Continue the sewer maintenance program

2



° Continue with a boulevard tree program
for replacement , maintenance and expansion

Strategy 5: Protect and enhance the physical land use
characteristics of the community

Action Items:

J Review and amend the comprehensive plan with
community meeting

. Review the zoning code as needed

® Create and maintain a community identity along
intersections through a streetscape plan - Phase lll

° Participate in planning discussions and get the

required planning expertise to assure that
University of Minnesota and State Fair land uses
do not negatively impact city neighborhoods

o Work with the University of Minnesota to minimize
negative impacts like parking and noise related to
the women'’s intercollegiate soccer facility

o Install a GIS system for land use planning and
maintaining information on the city’s land use and
facilities

Strategy 6: Pursue community and economic development
opportunities and business retention activities.

Action Items:

® Be well informed with the necessary planning,
engineering, financial and legal expertise when
making land use decisions

® Explore opportunities to strengthen the business
community including exploring the financial
realities and planning concepts for the SE corner
of Snelling and Larpenteur

o Plan a council workshop focused on community
development and economic development
information and ideas

J Host a breakfast for the business community

Goal 3: To expand opportunities for the interaction and involvement of
citizens of all ages in their neighborhoods and community

Strategy 1: Promote and participate in youth development

Action Items:
. Continue the junior leaders program
° Include youth as commission members




. Informally interacting with youth when the
opportunity arises

. Contribute to the Chamber of Commerce dinner
scholarship for a high school student
. Speak about local government at schools or youth

related functions
Strategy 2: Host community/neighborhood activities.

Action Items:

° Annual Ice Cream Social

o Dead of Winter event

° Impromptu neighborhood gatherings

° Neighborhood Watch and National Night Out
activities

Recognize Arbor Day

Fire Department Open House

Welcome new resident event

Host a breakfast for businesses

Encourage volunteers to plan and be involved in
community events

e o @& o

Strategy 3: Explore, create and provide an array of recreation
. programming

Action Item:
® Explore and create opportunities for youth and
young adults of all ages

Strategy 4: Encourage citizens to participate in city government

Action {tems:

o Promote participation by volunteers
in any area of city business that is possible
° Invite citizens to be part of the review of

the comprehensive plan
Strategy 5: Build stronger community and neighborhood connections

Action ltems:

o Review, revise and more aggressively distribute
the city’s “Welcome to Falcon Heights”
information

° Increase community building with a more

attractive, quarterly newsletter

Goal 4: To provide a responsive and effective city government
4



Strategy 1:

Strategy 2:

Strategy 3:

Strategy 4:

Strategy 5:

Establish goals to guide the activities of city staff and
commissions

Action Items:

° Publish a summary of the goals in the city’s
newsletter .
° Convey these goals to the city’'s representatives at

the legislature, at the county, at the Metropolitan
Council, and to neighboring communities
) Examine goals at midyear to determine progress
o Develop a legislative agenda for the city
focusing on the city’s unique composition of
tax exempt properties

Communicate promptly and clearly with the citizens,
businessowners and institutional representatives by
anticipating information and quickly responding to
questions.

Action Items:

. Provide a photo of staff members and a
description of jobs in the newsletter

° Improve and expand the website

° Use e-mail as a communication tool

° Get out information in a timely way on any activity

that is coming up
Maintain collaborative relationships with other entities

Action Items:

. Communicate with the University of Minnesota

@ Participate in the U of M Master Plan Advisory
Committee and St. Paul Land Use Task Force

o Communicate with the Minnésota State Fair

Strive to provide citizens with more efficient and
convenient city services.

Action [tem:

° Continue to develop, budget for and implement an
improved maintenance program for city facilities
and infrastructure

Effectively manage the city’s consulting and personnel
resources.



Strategy 6:

Action Items:

Review and clarify staffing assignments and
responsibilities

Evaluate the performance and work assignments
of city emplaoyees through annual performance
evaluations

Recognize employees with a recognition event
Provide employees with the affordable resources
they require to efficiently and effectively do their
jobs including a training plan and technology
resources

Provide adequate funds for personnel, equipment
and contractors to maintain the city’s
infrastructure, facilities, public spaces and pubiic
improvements

Effectively manage the city’s financial resources

Action Items:

Prepare a well researched five year capital
improvement program

Review and adjust the city’s fees for service as
part of the budgeting process

Review and, if necessary, revise contracts with
neighboring cities to make sure they cover city’s
costs for providing theservice

Review and evaluate the city’s long term financial
needs and the city’s current and future financial
resources to meet these needs

Eliminate the fire marshal position and contract
for fire inspections

Maintain a contingency fund to be prepared for
unexpected but necessary expenditures
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13,716,761.225
7,874,930,815
114,535,101,138

30.35%
50.92%
80.77%
50.42%
80.42%
50.39%
£0.35%
50.25%
3021%
49.94%
49 87T%
49.31%
49.79%
49.68%
48.54%
49 58%
49.25%
49.03%
48.55%
48.49%
48.41%
43.35%
48.22%
43.08%
47.99%
47.93%
47.55%
47 .54%
47.33%
4722%
47.30%
47.09%
47.01%
48.92%
46.837%
48.83%
46.80%
46.17%
46.15%
4587%
45.68%
45.68%
AS.657%

.58%
4529%
45.17%
45.13%
45.068%

21.76%
21.45%
1728%



CITY INDEX BENCHMARK GOAL

Affordability

Ownership 60% 68-77% see attached

Rental 85% 45-48% see attached
Life-Cycle

Type (Non-single family 45% 3641% see attached

detached)
Owner/renter mix 56/44% (64-74) /
(26-36)% see attached

Density

Single-family detached 3.4/acre 1.3-2.9/acre see attached

Muitifamily 17/acre 12-15/acre see attached
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ST. PAUL CAMPUS

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
@ Parking and Transportation Services
ﬁ.;f*. 300 Transportation and Safety Building gy i
511 Washington Avenue SE )
Minneapolis, MN 55455
(612) 626-7275 FAX: (612) 624-8899

e-mail: parking@tc.umn.edu
http://iwww.umn.edu/parking/

Copyright © 1997 Regents of the University of Minnesota

T Visitor/public parking, daily rates
1 Visitorpublic parking, ncurly rates
. Meter parking

1 Carpool parking until 12:90 noon
1 Cantract parking

& Motarcycle contract parking area
_- Disability parking area

O ir ber indi ity)

== Facility antrance and/or exit

@, Emergency telephone

Campus Shurtfe System Routes
—a= St. Paul Campus Circutator
—e Campus Connecrtor

g a Bus stop {color indicates route}

m ; Routes begin and end here
Map scale: One inch is

| NOTE: The 5t Paul Cam-
us Clrculator has a stop
n Coma Ave. at Raleigh
nd aiso on Raymond
| ~ve.at Como,

Knapp St

Dudiey Ave. 436142
+ |Farm & Teaching &
-~ |6 - | Res. Facility
Maintensscs s ?

i o) mﬂ oo g

St. Paul Campus
Circulator

Every 15 minutes between 7:00 am and 5:00 pm
No service on weekends, holidays, B

0
O
Fifield St

and during vacatian periods.

1)

Transitway (buses only)

IS

Botany cJ approximately 500 feet.
Feld House
 — 297 75,000
— - b
a v
r— Sreenhouze foren, withaue the prio writ,
E tan permission of Parking
; oo and Tramsporzation Servicen
g — Rust Lab ]
— Agricultural
Pesticide
] Facility
] -
> S— g
2 Weed Res. 180 z <
= =iy =S
| ., Groenhousss g *

FAIRGROUNDS

Campus Gonnector

T00am- 430 pm every Soxim. | Fall, Wister, Spriny acd Finals
uum-&lﬂgmlﬂml Fall, Winter, Spring amd Finals
6:30 pm ~ 310 pow evevy 30 ome.* | Fald, Winter, Spnag

6230 pm - 300 pm eveyy 30 mun.* | Fissls
Summer Sesvionr 7:00 am - 130 pmevery 15 min.
i Perods: 10 m- .0 cvery SO i+
Vacation Pevt am- prm every 30 mis,*
Mianeapalis ¥o service om weekends and balidays.

*Thirty minute service buses depart tram Blegen Hall amt
the St. Pani Stodznt Cester an Uve hour and thre hail howr.
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23 Qcioger 12896

City of Falcsn Heighrs
Goals for Livante Cammunities

As gart af the ciy's continued ganicioation in Mewugalitan Uvziole Cammunities, te City af
~3lcan Heights is restating its arfordable hausing gosls. Given the fuily deveiaced aature of the
city and the likelihaog that thers wiill Ge few new nausing units sadeq to d1e axisdng nousing
stack, the foliowing comments reflect the ciy's goals in die aress of hausing arfordahiiity, life-
cycle and deasity.

Affordahility

Cwnersiio.  The Cty is fully develoged with few appartunities for 2xpanding its hausing
swck. The city hias little camral aver the market vsiues in the Gty's hausing swock.
Unless there are unanticiosted significant shifts in die Gty’'s rental housing inta awner-
occupied housing units, the Gty amticoates that affardanie ewnem—accupied housing will
stay at the ssme levei as & currently agsss.

Rental. The city dees nat anticipate any significant changes in its affardanle rental
Nausing stack, Given this, the cty anicoates siaying within the tenchmarks for
affardatte reatal housing into the forseeable imure.

Life-Cycle
Tvoe (nan-singfe familv detached). Given the fully developed nature of the iy, there is

o anucpated change in this type of fousing. The Gty expecs {a e within the
Dencamark {ar tis tousing type intg the foresassnte {utwe.

Cwnerfrenter mix. Givern the iuily developed nature or the Gy, there is no
amicipated change in His tousing mix. The Gty expecs {o be within the benchmarks far
this housing mix into the foresesable future.

Density

Single familv detached. Given the iully developed nature of the cty, thers is no
amticipsted change in the cty's housing density. The Gty expecs to oe within the
benchmarks for this housing measure inta the foreseesble future.

Muttitamiiv. Given the fuily develaped nature of the city, there is nqg amicpated change
in the city's housing density. The cly expecss ta be within the pencamarks for this
fousing measure into the foresaeable future.

Affordatility benchmarks provided by the Metrpafitan Council
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CITY QF FALCON HEIGHTS

COUNCIL RESQLUTION

Date: Octoger 23. 19¢6

...............................................

ZECTING TQ CONTINUE PAATICIPATING IN THE LOCAL
HOUSING INCENTIVES ACCJOUNT PROGRAM UNDER THE
METAQPQUTAN UVABLE COMMUNITIES ACT

WHEREAS, the Metropaiitan Livaole Cammunides Act (Minnesota Statutes 473.25 o 473.254)
2stablishes a Metragoiitan Livable Communides fund which is intended to address housing and ather
deveiopment issues facing the memropalitan area defined by Minnesota Statutes secdon 473.121; and

WHEREAS, the Metrapaiitan Livable Cammunities Fund. camprising the Tax Sase Revitalization
Accaunt, the Livable Cammunities Oemansaation Accaunt and the Local Housing Incentve Accaune, is
intended to provide certain funding and ather assistanca ta metrapolitan area municipaiities; and

WHEREAS, a mewopciitan area municipality is not efigible @ recsive grants or lcans under the
Metropoiitan Livable Communitges Fund or ziigitle to recsive certain pailuted sites cleanup funding fram the
Minnesota Department of Trade and Ecanomic Development uniless the municipality is participating in the
Locai Housing Incentdves Account Pragram under the Minnesgta Statutes sacdon 473.254; and

WHEREAS, the Metropofitan Livabte Cammunities Acz requires the Metropolitan Council to negotiate
with each municipality to establish affordable and ffe-cycle housing goals for thar municipality that are
consistent with and promate the policies of te Mewmopolitan Cauncii as pravided in the adopred
Metropolitan Development Guide; and

WHEREAS, =2ach municipality must ident{y w the Metrapoiitan Cauncil the acdons the municipaiity
plans to take to meet the established hausing goals through prepargdon af the Housing Action Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Metropaiitan Counci adopted, by resolutdon arfter 3 public hearing, negotiated
arfordable and fife~cycle hausing goals for 2ach participadng municipality; and

WHEREAS, 3 mewopolitan area municipality which elects to partcipate in the Local Housing

Incentives Account Program must do so by Navember 15 of each year;

NOW, THERETORE. 8E [T AESOLVED THAT the City of Falcan Heights hereby eiects ta participate
in the-Local Housing Incentves Pragram under the Memopeiitan Livable Cammunides Act during the
catendar year 1897.

-----------------------------------------------------------
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CITY OF

FALCON HEIGHTS

2077 W. LARPENTEUR AVENUE  FALCON HEIGHTS, MN 55113-5584 PHONE (812 844-5050 FAX (612) 5443675

27 June 1996

Mr. Guy Peterson
Metropalitan Cauncil
Mears Parke Center

230 East Fifth Street

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

Dear Guy:

The City of Falcon Heights is submitting the attached draft Livable Communities
Housing Plan for the Metropalitan Council's review and comments. The draft
plan was reviewed and approved at the city’s June 26, 1996 city councii
mesting. -

The draft plan includes a variety of housing rehabilitation programs.

City property awners are efigible for some of these programs at this time.
Currently, the city’s rental housing stock appears to be in safe and sanitary
condition, and therefore, does not warrant public intervention with financial
assistance now. However, the city does annual fire prevention inspections of
these units as ane way to monitor the city’s. rental housing condition.

Finally, you'll note that the plan does not include a specific timetable for
arranging for these programs. This is primarily because the city is fully
developed , affordable by the area’s benchmark standards and currentty eligible
for some housing rehabilitation assistance for property owners.

Please cail me if you have any questicns. | look forward to receiving your
comments.

erely,

san Hoyt
City Administrator

HOME OF THE MINNESOTA STATE FAIR AND THE U OF M INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURE

@ =y




17 June 1996

City of Falcan Heights
Draft Action Plan
for the Metropolitan Livable Communities

Background
A, Affordability Measures The City of Falcon Heights is a fully

developed community with little or not opportunities for
development. The current data demanstrates that 85% of the
city’s rental housing stack is affordable and 60% of its owner
occupied housing stock is affordable. Tne city’s land use
development patterns are also denser than the goals for the
area.

Development potential Due to the fully developed nature of
the city and the affordability of the community, the city does
not anticipate increasing these percentages over the coming
years. Therefore, the housing programs that apply most directly
to Falcon Heights include housing rehabilitation programs for
both renter and homeowner units.

Program oarticioation  Finally, the current housing stock in
Falcon Heights is generaily in good condition. Due to the city’s
size and. the condition of its housing stock, the city has not
developed housing programs ta administer an its own, but
participates in the Ramsey County Community Deveiopment
Program housing rehabilitation program and in some Minnesota
Housing Finance Agency programs.

1
LY

Potential hausing programs to maintain affordability

There are a number of housing programs that might serve the city’s
goals of maintaining its existing hausing stock. The following
programs appear to offer some opportunities, if the city ar its
property owners are eligible to participate in them.

A.

Renral assistance

. Section 8 rental voucher and certificate programs. In
1980 there were ten households receiving Section 8 rentai
assistance in Falcon Heights. This program is available to
provide low income househalds with rental assistance.



Housing ownershio assistance oroarams

1. The Minnesota Housing Finance Agency (MHFA)
Minnesota Home Mortgage Program provides below market
interest rate first mortgage loans for low and moderate income
first-time homebuyers through local lenders.

2. The MHFA Homeownership Assistance Fund provides
monthly payment assistance and downpayment assistance to
mare modest income borrowers who purchase their first homes
through an MHFA mortgage revenue bond program.

3. The MHFA Purchase Plus Program enables borrowers to
either purchase or rehabilitate or refinance existing housing
with a single mortgage. The applicant does not have to be a
first time homebuyer.

4, Habitat for Humanity works with low income potental
homeowners to rehabilitate or build new structures for families
to own.

Housing maintenance oroarams

1. A housing code or housing certificate program can
guarantee 3 certain level of housing maintenance as a
community’s housing stock ages. Over the past few years the
city has investigated a housing code program that would be
enforceable when needed and at the point of sale (a truth-in-
housing) program. Currently, the city does annual fire
inspections of all muiti-family housing. Expanding these annual
fire inspections to include a total housing inspection pragram
has also been discussed and will continue to be as a way to
maintain the city’s housing stock.

Housing rehabilitation orograms for rental and owner occupied
housing These programs might be useful in maintaining the
city’s existing rental and owner occupied housing stock.

1. The féderal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
through Ramsey County offers homeowners housing
rehabilitation funds throughout suburban Ramsey County. This
program is primarily directed at homeowners, but might be
used for a rental rehabilitation project too.



2. The federal Home Investment Partnershig Program
(HOME] may be used for rehabilitating as well as canstructing
affardable rental housing.

3. The MHFA Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program
provides federal income tax credits for the substantial
rehabilitation of rental hausing.

4, The MHFA Low and Moderate Income Rental Program
makes martgage and rehabilitation funds avaiiabie for the
acquisition and rehabilitation of rental apparent buildings
housing low and moderate income families.

) The MHFA Mod Rehab low interest loans are made to
owners aof rental units who, then, must rent the assisted units
to persons that are eligible and on the waiting list for Section 8
rental vouchers.

6. The MHFA Community Rehabilitation Fund provides
grants to cities for homeowner or muiti-family rental
rehabilitation, demolition or new construction.

7. The MHFA Deferred Loan Program provides assistance
to low income homeowners for improvements directly related
to safety, habitability, energy efficiency and accessibility.

8. The MHFA Revolving Loan Program provides
rehabiiitation financing to low and moderate income
homeowners who are unabie to gqualify for other assistance.

9. The MHFA Great Minnesota Fix Up Fund provides
praperty improvement loans to homeowners t increase
fivability and energy efficiency.

Administration

At this time, the city is interested in identifying and promoting areas
where hausing rehabilitation is needed. However, the city wiil
continue to work with county, regional and state housing agencies to
administer housing programs whenever passibie.
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