Falcon Heights Planning Commission Workshop

City Hall
2077 W Larpenteur Ave.
7:00 p.m.

AGENDA
September 25, 2012

Due to a lack of formal action items, this meeting is canceled.

WORKSHOP AGENDA
7:00 p.m.
This workshop is open to the public.

1.  Workshop: Special Event Ordinance - Information Gathering

The Commission has invited Falcon Heights businesses to describe the
events they would like the city code to provide for. RSVP requested.

2. Workshop: Prairie Gardens

Continued from July. The Commission will discuss possible
recommendations to the Council on the ordinance proposed by the
Environment Commission

If you have a disability and need accommodation in order to attend this meeting, please
notify City Hall 48 hours in advance between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. at
651-792-7600. We will be happy to help.



REQUEST FOR PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION

Meeting Date September 25, 2012

Agenda Item Workshop

Title Special Event Ordinance
Public Input Gathering:

The City That Soars! Part I - Businesses

Submitted By Deborah Jones, Staff Liaison

Description

In response to inquiries received from local businesses, the City Council has
requested that Planning Commission provide a recommendation regarding the
adoption of an ordinance regulating special events in the City. The Planning
Commission has invited city businesses to describe the events they would like to
host, sponsor or produce.

Background

The City has been approached by three food service related businesses - Stout’s
Pub, The Coffee Grounds, and Dino’s Gyros - inquiring whether these businesses
would be allowed to host some variation of tented event, such as a “beer garden”,
on a limited basis. That is, they are interested in doing this as a one-time or
occasional or annual event.

The city code does not make any provision for this type of event. The city attorney
confirms that it is not allowed. Many cities have special event ordinances to allow
events under special permits. The City Council has asked the Planning Commission
to study the issue and make a recommendation.

At the July 24 workshop, Commissioners directed staff to invite Falcon Heights
businesses to attend a September workshop to communicate their event ideas
directly to the Commission. As of September 20, staff received three RSVPs. Follow-
up calls have been placed to businesses that had already expressed an interest but
not yet responded.

Budget Impact

None at this time

Attachment(s)

o September 7 letter.sent to 36 Falcon Heights businesses that operate in
commercial zones.

o Staff recommends that Commissioners bring the materials that have been
distributed in earlier workshop packets on this topic for reference. Please let staff
know if new paper copies are needed.

Action(s)
Requested

Prepare to listen to presenters and ask questions. Attendees have been asked to
keep their presentations to no more than 5 minutes, after which Commissioners can
ask questions for 5 to 10 minutes. The small number of participants will allow a
forum format for the discussion. Because of other business, Commissioners are
respectfully asked to bring this workshop to a close by 8:00 p.m.

Families, Fields and Fair




CITY OF
O N H E E G H T S 2077 W. Larpenteur Avenue
F LC Falcon Heights, MN 55113-5594

email: mail@falconheights.org The City That Soars! Phone - (651) 792-7600
website: www.falcanheights.org Fax - (651) 792-7610

September 7, 2012
Dear Business Owner

The City of Falcon Heights has been approached by several local businesses interested in holding

outdoor events and other special events that are beyond the scope of our current code and,

therefore, not permitted in the city at this time. Some examples of these events are

¢ Serving food and beverages outside a restaurant in a tent in the parking lot as a special
promotion on one weekend

¢ Holding a special outdoor tent sale that does not fit the existing sidewalk sale ordinance

e Using a parking area to hold a community party or cultural event in cooperation with
neighborhood and community organizations

The Planning Commission has undertaken a study of special event ordinances and permits in
other cities in order to learn how cities manage special events and provide for public health and
safety while minimizing extra demands on city resources and disturbance to neighborhoods. In
order to determine if adopting such an ordinance is in the best interest of the community and to
tailor an ordinance to the specific character of Falcon Heights, the Commission would like to
learn more about what local businesses are interested in doing.

If your business has considered hosting a special event that is not allowed now, we would like to
invite you or a representative to attend the upcoming Planning Commission workshop at 7:00
p.m. on Tuesday, September 25, to outline your ideas and goals for your event.

Because of limited time and space, we request a response to this invitation. Please RSVP to me
using the contact information below. Please plan on a presentation not to exceed five minutes.
Time will be allowed for Commissioners to ask questions after each presentation.

Thank you for your interest.

Cbborf orocs

Deborah Jones
Zoning and Planning Director
Deb.jones(@falconheights.org
651-792-7613

FAMILIES, FIELDS AND FAIR

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



REQUEST FOR PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION

Meeting Date July 24, 2012

Agenda Item Workshop

Title | Ordinance amending the Falcon Heights
code to regulate natural landscaping.

The City That Soars! Submitted By Deborah Jones, Staff Liaison

Description

The Falcon Heights Environment Commission recommends adoption of an
ordinance allowing and regulating varied landscaping styles in Falcon Heights,
including prairie gardens, meadow gardens and rain gardens. The Planning
Commission has been asked by the Council to review the proposed ordinance for
possible impact in areas where the Planning Commission has authority, namely,
zoning and planning and the comprehensive plan.

Background

On the basis of the Environment Commission’s recommendations, the city
attorney created a draft ordinance based on one from the City of Minnetonka. This
was submitted to the City Council on May 9. The proposed ordinance provides a
significant addition to Chapter 54 Vegetation and removes parts of the nuisance
and blight ordinance in Chapter 22 that would now be covered by the new
sections in Chapter 54.

The City Council had concerns about neighborhood impacts from the proposed
ordinance as written and decided to refer the matter to the Planning Commission
for study and recommendation, with special attention to potential impacts on
neighborhood character and implications for the comprehensive plan.

Due to an unusual amount of other business over the summer, discussion of this
topic has continued over several workshops.

Budget Impact

Unknown

Attachments

e Proposed ordinance

e “Vision, Values and Objectives” and “Natural Resources” sections of the
Comprehensive Plan

e Staff requests that Commissioners review the material provided in their
previous workshop packets and bring that reference material to the meeting,.
Please notify staff if new copies are needed.

Action(s)
Requested

e Provide feedback and recommendations to the City Council

Families, Fields and Fair




ORDINANCE NO. 12-04

CITY OF FALCON HEIGHTS
RAMSEY COUNTY, MINNESOTA

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTERS 22 AND 54 OF
THE CITY CODE CONCERNING VEGETATION

THE CITY COUNCIL OF FALCON HEIGHTS ORDAINS:

SECTION 1. Chapter 54 of the Falcon Heights City Code is amended by adding
Section 54-41 to provide as follows:

Sec. 54-41. Vegetation Maintenance.

(1) Intent and Purpose. The city council finds that there are a variety of landscapes in
the city that add diversity and richness to the quality of life. Certain areas in the city
have been left, or allowed to go, unmaintained. These have been accepted by the vast
majority of the city residents as appropriate and as part of the unique quality of life in
this community. There are community expectations, however, that once an area has
been disturbed, landscaped, or otherwise maintained, that area will continue to be
maintained in a consistent manner. When vegetation in that area is not continually
maintained, it becomes aesthetically unpleasing and violates community standards.
Property that appears neglected may decrease the value of adjacent properties. In
addition, if vegetation is not properly maintained, there may be the following adverse
impacts on public health, safety, and welfare:

a. undesirable vegetation such as common buckthorn, quackgrass, and other
weeds may invade and threaten to supplant other more desirable vegetation;

b. vegetation that causes allergic reactions, such as ragweed, may develop; and

c. tall vegetation along driveways and public roads may impair visibility when
entering or exiting public roads.

The city council also finds that it is in the public interest to allow citizens to
choose the type of landscaping on their properties and to make changes in that
vegetation. As a protection for the larger community, however, this change in
vegetation must be properly managed and maintained and the length of the transition
period must be minimized.
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The council finds that the establishment of prairie and meadow plant
communities is an acceptable landscape treatment in the city. This requires special
consideration, however, because weeds will grow during the first few years of transition
before the new vegetation predominates and will appear like neglect. Therefore, the
council finds that this type of vegetation is acceptable if it is properly maintained to
shorten the transition period and if notice is given of the intended result.

In contrast, the transition to trees and other woody species does not require
special consideration because untended grass or weeds are not a necessary part of
that transition period. Rather, the transition period is shortened by eliminating
competition around the seedlings through such techniques as organic mulch.

The city council enacts this section to balance the public interest in a variety of
vegetation with the public need to ensure proper maintenance of that vegetation. The
council finds that establishing a height limitation for certain vegetation is in the best
interest of the public health, safety, and welfare as outlined above and is a reasonable
maintenance standard.

(2) Definitions. For purposes of this section the following words have the meanings
specified below.

a. “Meadow vegetation” is grasses and flowering broad-leaf plants that are
native to, or adapted to, the state of Minnesota, and that are commonly found in
meadow and prairie plant communities, except weeds.

b. “Noxious weeds” are those plants so designated by the state of Minnesota
under Minn. Stat. § 18.171, subd. 5.

c. “Regularly cut” means mowing or otherwise cutting the vegetation so that it
does not exceed 6 inches in height.

d. “Turf grasses” are grasses commonly used in regularly cut lawn areas, such
as bluegrass, fescue and rye grass blends, and non-woody vegetation interspersed with
them.

e. “Weeds” include all noxious weeds, buffalobur, burdock, common cocklebur,
jimsonweed, quackgrass, common and giant ragweed, and velvetleaf. Weeds also
include anything that is horticulturally out of place. For example, a tree seedling is a
weed in a vegetable garden. A property owner may establish that a plant or plants are
not horticulturally out of place by providing a written landscape plan to the City for the
area in question, complete with a listing and locations of plant species. The plants
specifically listed above may not be included within the landscape plan. Vegetation that
does not comply with this plan are weeds.

(3) Maintenance standard. The maintenance standard in this section applies to
property that has been developed with a building as defined in the building code,
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including vacant property combined with developed property for tax purposes, and a
parcel of property that has been completely or partially disturbed by demolition, grading
or other means in preparation for development or redevelopment.

a. All turf grasses and weeds must not exceed a height of 6 inches, measured
from the base at ground level to the tip of each stalk, stem, blade, or leaf.

b. This requirement does not apply to the following:

(1) a wetland or floodplain designated in the zoning ordinance and
wetland buffers voluntarily created by a private land owner when compatible with
the character of the neighborhood;

(2) adrainage pond or ditch that stores or conveys stormwater;

(3) an area in which the land and vegetation appears not to have been
graded, landscaped, mowed, or otherwise disturbed by human or mechanical
means at any time. Determination of what constitutes this type of area will be
based on a reasonable judgment of the present appearance of the area. The
recent history of the area may be relevant to this determination; and

(4) an area established with meadow vegetation if:

(a) the prior vegetation is eliminated and the meadow vegetation is
planted through transplanting or seed by human or mechanical means;

(b) the area is cut at least once per year to a height of no more
than 6 inches;

(c) asign is posted on the property in a location likely to be seen
by the public, advising that a meadow or prairie is being established. This
sign is required only if the meadow vegetation is in an area likely to be
seen by the public. This sign must be in addition to any sign permitted by
the sign ordinance but must be no smaller than ten inches square, no
larger than one square foot, and no higher than three feet tall; and

(d) the area is set back a minimum of 10 feet from the street curb.

(4) Declaration of public nuisance. The following are public nuisances subject to
abatement under this chapter:

a. noxious weeds; and

b. vegetation that does not meet the maintenance standard specified in
paragraph 3 above.
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SECTION 2. Subsection 22-19, Subdivision 4 of the Falcon Heights City Code is
amended to provide as follows:

No owner agent or occupant of any premises shall permit upon his or her premises
fallen trees, dead trees, tree limbs or items which are a fire hazard or otherwise
detrimental to the health or appearance of the neighborhood.

SECTION 3. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect from and after its
passage.

ADOPTED this day of , 2012, by the City Council of
Falcon Heights, Minnesota.

CITY OF FALCON HEIGHTS

BY:
Peter Lindstrom, Mayor
ATTEST:
Bart Fischer, City Administrator/Clerk
163830v01 4
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